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Background 
 
Distance Education is the fastest-growing site for Cuesta students.  Enrollment in DE courses has grown 
by forty-two percent since 2005-06, and currently comprises 7.5 percent of total credit FTES.  This 
semester, more than 2,000 Cuesta students are enrolled in at least one DE course. 
 
Cuesta's current LMS, Blackboard CE8, will no longer be supported by the end of 2012. 
Cuesta's contract with Blackboard runs through June, 2012. A decision on the next LMS had to 
be made in time to migrate to a new system during the 2011-12 academic year. We had no choice 
but to select a new LMS. Without a new system, we could no longer offer DE courses. 

During the 2010-11 academic year, the Director of DE, the DE Committee (with broad faculty 
representation) and a subset of the Technology Committee investigated LMS options, considering 
the critical functionality identified by DE faculty in the Fall 2009 survey, as well as training, 
hosting, and support options, integration with Banner, and cost. We narrowed the options to three 
products and five vendors. After conducting conference calls with vendors, contacting references, 
and sifting through all the evidence we settled on Moodle, an open source LMS, and selected 
Remote-Learner as a hosting and support partner. Our recommendation to the VPAA was 
approved, and we informed the DE instructors of the decision in June. 

Since then, we have been working with Remote-Learner to establish our site, and with @0ne to 
schedule training for faculty. Remote-Learner will host our Moodle software,  provide technical 
support to our local site administrator, and  migrate course content from existing Blackboard 
shells into Moodle. Cuesta Computer Services staff are working with Remote-Learner 
counterparts to address access, authentication, and Banner integration. Our first trainings for 
faculty will take place on Fall Flex days (Oct. 6 and 7, and Nov. 23.) Additional training will be 
conducted in Spring (dates to be determined.) 

The plan is to offer some DE courses in Moodle in Spring, and to offer all DE courses in Moodle 
beginning in Summer, 2012. 
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