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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On March 22, 2013, the Latina Leadership Network (LLN) of Cuesta College hosted a 
successful motivational conference, “Edúcate—Sí Se Puede”, attended by 270 local Latino 
high school students at the North County Campus.  Registration and chaperone efforts were 
coordinated by approximately 25 high school counselors and staff members.  In total, nine 
guest speakers and panelists donated their time; eight Cuesta faculty members and two 
staff members presented workshops; 20 Cuesta staff members participated in the planning 
and execution of the event; and 22 Cuesta student volunteers and the entire North County 
Campus staff participated and provided support on the day of the event.  
 
Funding support of approximately $15,513 was provided by: a grant from the 
Superintendent’s/President’s Office Innovation Fund, a grant from Wells Fargo, the Office of 
the Assistant Superintendent/Vice President for Student Services and College Centers, 
Career & Technical Education, Cal-SOAP, the Cuesta College Foundation, and the Cuesta 
College Latina Leadership Network.  In-kind support was received from Cuesta College 
Counseling, the Office of the Executive Dean of the North County Campus and South County 
Center, and individual donors.  Total expenses for the conference amounted to 
approximately $11,645, well within budget.   
 
This event was coordinated primarily by Cuesta employees who volunteered their time.  
Collaboration and participation from various Cuesta departments occurred. Time and 
resources continue to be a challenge in successfully executing this event.  
 
Student participants were surveyed during the registration process to gather demographic 
and other information and again at the conclusion of the conference to assess their 
perceptions of the conference and their recommendations for improvement.  Counselors 
were surveyed at the conclusion of the conference.  Detailed analysis of the survey 
responses follows in this report, and survey response summaries are included in the 
appendix.  Samples of the data gathered include: 

 
• 90% of students indicated agreement with the statement, “After today’s conference, I’m 

more interested and excited about going to college.” 
• 82% of students indicated agreement with the statement, “I want to come to this 

conference next year and/or I will recommend it to others.” 
• In response to the question, “After today, how do you feel about coming to Cuesta?”  

o 23% of students responded, “I want to come to Cuesta.”  

o 46% of students responded, “I’m thinking about coming to Cuesta.” 

o 19% of students responded, “I’m not coming to Cuesta.” 

• In response to the question, “If Cuesta College hosts a conference next year, are you 
willing to bring students?” 

o 100% of the responding counselors answered, “Yes.” 

 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the District again host this conference in spring 2014 
on the San Luis Obispo Campus. 
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II. BACKGROUND 

Cuesta College’s LLN has hosted the conference three times in the past four years, primarily 
with the dedication of staff and faculty volunteers.  The goal is to shift this to an annual 
format that is institutionalized for long term sustainability.  Based on the positive feedback 
from our previous high school participants, counselors and community members, we have 
found this event to be a very effective outreach activity to a growing market. 
 
The percentage of Hispanic residents in San Luis Obispo County grew from 16.3% to 20.8% 
from 2000-2012.  In that same time frame, the percentage of Hispanic residents in Paso 
Robles grew from 27.7% to 34.5% (2012 Central Coast Economic Forecast prepared by 
Beacon Economics, pages 71, 72). 
 
As noted in the Implementation Plan for this year’s Edúcate Conference, the number of San 
Luis Obispo County Latino high school graduates has been increasing: 

 
 2009 655 graduates 
 2010 758 graduates 
 2011 795 graduates 

 
However, Cuesta College’s capture rate of this demographic has been decreasing: 

 
 2009 34.8% of the demographic 228 students  
 2010 31.7% of the demographic 240 students 
 2011 30.4% of the demographic 242 students 
 
 

III. PLANNING THE 2013 EDUCATE CONFERENCE 

Planning for this event began in spring 2012 after the conference was hosted at the San Luis 
Obispo campus.  Drawing on the success and momentum of the conference and after 
presentations to Cabinet and Enrollment Management, it was proposed that the event 
become a formal part of the District’s Strategic Plan.  The planning and implementation of 
the conference were adopted as an Action Step for Strategic Goal 2, Institutional Objective 
2.2b, “Increase the local high school capture rate by 2% annually”.  In June 2012, during the 
Latina Leadership Network’s annual retreat, tasks were assigned to members.  In September 
2012, regular  meetings began between Gary Rubin, Executive Dean of the North County 
Campus and South County Center, Glenda Moscoso, LLN President, Lisa Wearda and 
Gabriela Lopez. Simultaneously, LLN meetings were taking place on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month to work on conference details.  
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Internally, the LLN members set a goal for the conference to increase attendance from 140 
participants in 2012 to 200 participants in 2013.  To achieve this goal, registration was 
moved from a paper process to an online one as is done with the Connect @ Cuesta 
orientation event.  This improvement resulted in 400 applications being submitted (note:  
several applicants did not follow through with obtaining permission slips, as has been the 
case with paper applications, as well).  Online registration also allowed for efficient 
collection of demographic information on participants prior to the event, and it provided a 
means of improved communication with the high school liaisons via weekly emails to track 
which students at a particular high school had applied online.  
 
By the registration deadline, 305 participants had successfully completed an online 
application as well as submitted a parent permission slip that made them eligible to attend 
the conference.  On the day of the conference, 270 students participated!  

 
Our target high schools for recruitment included:  

 
Paso Robles High School Atascadero High School  
Shandon High School Liberty & Independence High Schools  
Templeton High School West Mall & Del Rio High Schools  
San Luis Obispo High School Nipomo High School 
Arroyo Grande High School Pacific Beach High School 
Leffingwell High School Morro Bay High School 
Coast Union High School  Lopez High School 

 
Arroyo Grande and Lopez High School were not able to participate due to their staffing 
issues.  Pioneer Valley High School from Santa Maria and Pinnacles High School from 
Soledad also participated.  Pioneer Valley High School was included after interest was 
expressed and only after consulting with the CalSOAP program at Allan Hancock College.  
CalSOAP provided funding for their transportation.  Pinnacles High School also provided 
transportation for their students and was included as they were already planning a campus 
visit to Cuesta College’s North County Campus.  
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Below is a summary of the final attendance figures by school site: 
 

 
 

IV. ANALYSIS OF DATA REGARDING STUDENT PARTICIPANTS FROM PRE-CONFERENCE 

SURVEYS 

A total of 270 students participated in the conference, 95 male and 175 female. Ethnicity 
information was collected using language mirroring Cuesta’s admission application.  A 
majority of participants reported being of Hispanic origin; some selected more than one 
ethnicity.  

 
By grade level, 72 seniors (27%) participated, 76 juniors (28%), 89 sophomores (33%), and 
33 (12%) freshmen.   
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28.1% (76) 

33.0% (89) 

Grade Level of Participants 

Ethnicity/Race (Multiple Sections Allowed) 

86.7% (234) 

14.4% (38) 

1.9% (5) 

1.5% (4) 

1.1% (3) 

.4% (1) 

.4% (1) 

.4% (1) 

10 
9 

11 
12 

Not in School 

12.2% (89) 

26.7% (72) 
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A 63% majority of student participants reported being born in the U.S., while 38% were 
immigrants.  An overwhelming 86% of participants reported that their parents were not 
born in the US, 90.2% reported that their grandparents were not born in the U.S., and 
75.2% of our participants reported Spanish as their primary language at home.  

 
When asked about their parents’ highest level of education, 38.4% of students reported 
their mother’s education level at Grade 9 or less, 16.9% completed some high school, but 
no diploma, and 12.2% reported their mother as having earned a high school diploma.  
Regarding their father’s education, 42.5% of students reported their father’s education level 
at Grade 9 or less, 16.5% reported their father’s had some high school education, but no 
diploma, and 8.7% reported their father as having earned a high school diploma.  College 
level education and college completion rates were low.  A significant number of students 
reported not knowing their parents education levels. 

 
Recommendation:  An overwhelmingly majority of this group of students is first-generation 
college and even high school students.  Parents may need additional outreach and orientation 
to the U.S. College and educational systems.  Additionally, the parents of these students 
represent an opportunity for Cuesta College.  Ongoing contact should be directed to the parents. 
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When asked about their immediate post-high school plans, 44% responded that they 
planned to attend a 4-year university, 39% planned to attend a community college, 7% 
planned to enter the workforce, 4% planned to attend a vocational school, and 2% planned 
to join the military.  
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When asked what their biggest perceived challenge in attaining their goals, 46% listed 
academics (school work, study skills, ability to understand and complete assignments), and 
43% listed financial barriers (being able to afford college).  These challenges were followed 
by immigration status (13%), family issues and beliefs (7%), language barriers (7%), and peer 
issues such as gangs, relationships, and substance abuse (3%).  Responses included in the 
“other” category (5%) were mostly comprised of “none”.  

 
 

 

I plan to go to a 4-year 
college or university 

I plan to go  
to community college 

I plan to go to a Trade 
or Vocational School  
(ex. Culinary, Cosmetology…) 

I plan to get a job 

I plan to join 
the military 

Other (please specify) 
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45.6% 

2.6% 

13.0% 

7.0% 6.7% 

43.0% 

4.8% 

31.1% (84) 

17.0% (46) 

7.8% (21) 

5.6% (15) 

2.6% (7) 

35.9% (97) 
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Participants reported that their biggest sources of support and advice were their parents 
(36%) or a teacher/adult mentor/counselor (31%).  

 
Recommendation: This information can help us direct support services to this target group of 
people.  All entering students should be introduced to the Student Success Center and the 
tutoring and other services it offers, as well as Financial Aid and EOPS.  Also, as the primary 
sources of support for this group of students, providing parents and counselors with resources 
and information would prove valuable.  
 

As a part of the survey students completed prior to the conference as part of the 
registration process, students were asked to gauge their knowledge about starting college, 
and financial aid.  A large percentage, 74%, reported having “some knowledge” about going 
to college but needed more information, and 20% reported having “no clue”.  Regarding 
financial aid, 61% of the participants reported having “some knowledge” about getting 
money to go to college (financial aid) and 35% reported having “no clue”.  

 
Recommendation: This data underscores the importance of continued outreach about post-
secondary opportunities and financial aid.  As a low-cost alternative, this is an area where the 
college can position itself as a viable option for these students.  Increased outreach efforts to 
local high schools should include information regarding financial aid.   
 

 

60.7% (174) 
35.2% (95) 

4.1% (11) 

I am ready to go! I have 
all the info I need. 

I have some information, 
but need more 

I have no clue! 
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Lastly, the pre-conference survey addressed three questions about the college learning 
environment and resources.  Participants were surveyed regarding the importance they 
placed on the university or college of their choice providing bilingual materials, clubs and 
cultural activities, and bilingual Latino staff members.  Approximately 30% of responding 
students indicated that cultural clubs and activities, as well as bilingual Latino staff, were 
“very important” to them, and approximately 17% of students indicated that Spanish 
language materials were “very important” to them.  

 
Recommendation: It is critical that the College continue to assess the unique needs of this 
growing population of students to be able to more effectively recruit them, better meet their 
needs, and increase the likelihood of improved successful completion rates.  Students indicate a 
need to feel “culturally” at home.  It is important that the College continue to foster existing 
programs and develop new ones in addition to recruiting a diverse and culturally sensitive staff 
and faculty.  
 
 
  

20.4% (55) 

5.9% (16) 

73.7% (199) 

I am ready to go! I have 
all the info I need. 

I have some information, 
but need more 

I have no clue! 
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V. DESCRIPTION OF THE DAY AND ACTIVITIES 

Students and chaperones arrived at the North County Campus by bus or arranged 
transportation.  School districts, with the exception of Pioneer Valley High School and 
Pinnacles High School, were reimbursed by CTE for transportation costs.  Guests were 
greeted by Cuesta College student and staff volunteers.  Registration materials, e.g. tee 
shirts, name tags, and rosters, were delivered to the participating high schools about three 
days before the conference allowing for chaperones to check in students on the bus and 
eliminate waiting time at check-in tables.  Students were given Cuesta College bags with key 
materials from campus departments as well as the new Multicultural Resource Guide 
spearheaded by Glenda Moscoso and Gary Rubin which highlights self-identified Cuesta 
staff who are either bilingual or bicultural, or are willing to assist students seeking bilingual 
or bicultural Cuesta staff.  
 
An opening performance art presentation entitled, “2013 and Beyond—Charting Your 
Future” was delivered by Maria Ramirez, an academic counselor from Ohlone College, 
followed by a welcome by Executive Dean, Gary J. Rubin.  Keynote speaker, former 
California State Senator and current President of 20 Million Minds Foundation, Dean Florez, 
addressed the group with a motivational message filled with personal experience.  Students 
were then divided by gender into two rooms, N2401 and N3102.  Cuesta College’s Director 
of Counseling, Cande Muñoz, presented to both groups an “Overview of College” which 
included steps to getting to college and tips for success.  Raul Aldama, Cuesta College 
Financial Aid Coordinator, presented general financial aid information to both groups, as 
well.  
 
Following the larger group presentations, the boys heard from a panel of Latino role 
models: Edwin Moscoso, Agricultural Inspector/Biologist with San Luis Obispo Department 
of Agriculture; Jose Alvarez, Information Technology Manager with the County of Santa 
Barbara District Attorney’s Office; and Mark Corella, District Manager with Wells Fargo.  
Students listened to the personal stories of the panelists and were able to ask questions.  
 
Meanwhile, the girls were split into their smaller break out groups, led by Cuesta student 
volunteers, and experienced a mix of Career Technical Education presentations given by 
Cuesta College faculty.  Each group attended three, 15-minute presentations. 
 
Each group attended Career Exploration, facilitated by Cande Muñoz, Director of Counseling 
and Tonya Hardiman, Counseling faculty.  This session introduced students to the Holland 
Interest themes and goal setting.  Each student developed an Action Pledge that will be 
mailed to them via U.S. mail in June. 
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Other workshops included in the showcase of Cuesta College Programs presented by Cuesta 
faculty: 

• Accounting, presented by John Alexander 

• Emergency Medical Technician Careers, presented by Chris Anderson 

• Biological Sciences, presented by Ann Maliszewski & Ron Ruppert 

• Criminal Justice, presented by Stacy Millich 

• Physical Science, presented by Greg Baxley 

• Welding and Technology featuring the Welding Trailer, presented by Rob Thoresen and 
Mike Fontes 

 
After the Latino Role Model Panel, the boys divided into their smaller break out groups to 
attend the Cuesta Showcase presentations while the girls re-convened for a Latina Role 
Model Panel, featuring: Jackie Llamas, In-home Counselor, Family Care Network, Inc.; 
Celeste Royer, Director of Environmental Education; and Leticia Zendejas, Deputy Probation 
Officer, Youth in Action.  
 
All students, chaperones and volunteers reconvened for lunch outside the Learning 
Resource Center.  Boxed lunches with a variety of sandwiches were provided.  DJ Juan 
Medina who provided the sound system for the opening speakers was on hand to provide 
music and entertainment during lunch.  Students were asked to complete their post-
conference surveys and return them in exchange for raffle tickets.  Donated prizes were 
raffled off continuously while students interacted with volunteers, guest panelists, Cuesta 
faculty, staff and administration.  
 
After lunch, closing speaker Salvador Hurtado was introduced.  Salvador was born and 
raised in the city of Mexicali, Baja California, Mexico and later moved to Calexico, California.  
He attended college at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and now works for U.S. Agriseeds.  

 
Throughout the day, local news outlets were on hand to interview event organizers and film 
footage for local newscasts.  With the assistance of the Cuesta College Foundation, press 
releases were sent to local media for publication summarizing the event.   
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VI. POST CONFERENCE SURVEY RESULTS AND DEBRIEFING 

Post-conference surveys were collected from 234 students.  Data collected from the surveys 
will be used to make improvements for future conferences and follow up events.  Of the 
234 respondents, 42% indicated that they were planning to attend a community college, 
23% indicated they wanted to come to Cuesta College, 46% responded that they were 
thinking about coming to Cuesta College, and 19% responded that they were not coming to 
Cuesta College.  

 
As a result of the conference: 

• 90% of respondents reported being more interested and excited about going to college  

• 88% reported knowing more about what they needed to do to prepare for college 

• 78% reported knowing more about how to get financial aid 

• 81% reported knowing more about different career paths 

• 87% reported knowing more about how to get help with making plans for their future 

• 82% would come to the conference again next year and will recommend it to others 
 

Recommendation:  Approximately 68% of the respondents indicated that they were coming or 
were thinking about coming to Cuesta College.  This shows that the “door is open”.  The way 
that the College chooses to respond by continuing its relationship with these students will 
determine how many of those on the fence will decide to choose Cuesta College in the future.  
Additionally, the positive feedback about the learning experiences provided at the conference 
and the willingness to share that experience with other students will present Cuesta in a positive 
light with this cohort.  
 

The high school counselors who helped facilitate recruitment efforts and the chaperones 
who accompanied students to the conference were sent an online survey after the 
conference to gather feedback and overall impressions.  This data will be used by the 
planning committee to make improvements to future programs.  A total of 17 counselors 
responded, and 100% stated that they would bring their students back to the conference.  
Especially helpful were the open ended questions.  Overall, the impressions of the 
conference were positive and enthusiastic.  Helpful comments were provided to help guide 
future committee members on selection of speakers, tips for classroom presenters, and 
registration.  The feedback on the registration process will especially be helpful as we 
evaluate the online application process.  

 
Immediately following the conference, volunteers and LLN members were invited to stay 
for a de-briefing to collect initial impressions.  Student volunteers were polled first, and 
then excused.  LLN members were then asked for their first impressions. Additionally, at the 
regularly scheduled LLN Task Force meeting on March 26, 2013, feedback was solicited for a 
second time from members.  The compiled comments are included in the appendix.  These 
items will be reviewed and will inform future conference planning as well as follow up 
events.  One of the follow up items that was produced from these follow-up de-briefings 
was the North County Campus Open House held on May 1, 2013.  While this summer school 
promotion event was open to all North County 11th and 12th graders, personal invitations 
were sent to Edúcate conference participants.  
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A request has been submitted to Institutional Research to track fall 2013 enrollment 
numbers for the 12th graders who attended the conference. Additionally, we have 
requested disaggregated data on San Luis Obispo County 12th graders and their college 
going rates for fall 2013.  

 
Recommendation: While these numbers are one way to track the outcomes of this event, it is 
important to take into consideration that increased enrollment numbers for fall 2013 may not 
be the only form of measuring the success of this event.  Given that participants for the 
conference ranged in grade level from 9-12, effects may be gradual over the next 3 years.  Other 
outcomes that may be harder to measure include improved perception in the community about 
Cuesta College’s diversity and inclusiveness of Latino students; strengthening relationships and 
trust building between high school and Cuesta College staff, and the Latino high school aged 
population; and building a more culturally-sensitive institution.  
 
 

VII. CHALLENGES 

While the conference was successfully executed and our target number of 200 students was 
exceeded by 35%, the planning group faced some serious challenges.  First and foremost, it 
is important to recognize that the conference is entirely organized by volunteers.  The 
Cuesta employees involved in the Latina Leadership Network have done this work for many 
years on behalf of the College.  Members spent an estimated 1000 hours on the planning 
and execution of this event.  For most, these hours were outside of work on personal time 
or during lunch breaks. 

 
Time 
Time for planning and preparation continues to be the most significant challenge in 
planning and executing this event.  LLN members struggle with being approved for release 
time to attend bi-monthly meetings.  As this conference is not an institutionalized event, 
housed in one particular area or assigned to a Cuesta employee as part of a job assignment, 
planning tasks are usually completed on off-duty time, during lunch breaks, on weekends 
and in between appointments.  The support of key administrators in Student Services has 
been instrumental in allowing for some volunteers to be released for participation on the 
day of the conference.  Additionally, the inclusion of the conference in the 2012-2014 San 
Luis Obispo County Community College District Strategic Plan has afforded the opportunity 
for collaboration and support from administrators, especially the Executive Dean of the 
North County Campus and South County Center.  While this support has been invaluable, 
release time for planning members needs to be implemented in order for this event to be 
held on an annual basis or on such a large scale.  

 
Recommendation: Provide release time of four hours per week, year-round, for one LLN 
employee to work on this project exclusively, hire an outreach coordinator to oversee these 
efforts, or provide a stipend for someone to coordinate the conference.  
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Funding 
Historically, funding for this event has come from solicitation of donations, Foundation 
funds, and fundraising.  Funding for the 2013 Edúcate—Sí Se Puede Conference was 
provided by a variety of sources as noted above.  

 
Recommendation: Ideally, funding for the conference would be built into the general fund or 
departmental budgets to allow committee members to focus on planning instead of fundraising.  
Alternatively, if an outreach specialist is hired, fundraising could be a part of that person’s 
responsibilities.  Moving forward, if Cuesta College decides to institutionalize this event, funding 
will need to be secured to ensure survival of the conference.  
 

Facilities 
Early in the planning process, the decision was made to host the event at the North County 
Campus.  As evidenced by counselor feedback and increased student participation, the 
location was not a deterrent to recruiting students.  Due to the overwhelming interest and 
applications, we quickly outgrew the capacity of Dallons Hall (N3102).  An outside company 
was used to rent tables, chairs, and a stage that were set up in front of the Learning 
Resource Center (N3100).  More support from custodial and maintenance staff is needed to 
execute an event of this scale.  

 
Recommendation:  Given various challenges with facilities, we recommend that a 
representative from facilities serve on the planning committee from the outset and participate 
in regular meetings.  
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VIII. CONCLUSION 

While costly in terms of time and resources, the benefits of hosting a conference such as 
Edúcate—Sí Se Puede, greatly outweigh the costs.  While enrollment numbers are yet to be 
seen, secondary outcomes which one could argue are just as important as FTES deem the 
conference a success.  Beyond the benefit to the community as a public service, the benefits 
to the College by hosting and institutionalizing the Edúcate—Sí Se Puede Conference 
include: 

• Positive exposure in the high school community 

• Positive exposure in the Latino community 

• Positive exposure in San Luis Obispo County via media 

• Gathering data about the population we are trying to recruit 

• Relationship building with high school participants, their families, and counselors 

• Positive effect on enrollment numbers, perhaps not necessarily after one year, but 
gradually 

• Relationship building over time; it takes time to build trust and community 

• Shows Cuesta College’s commitment to cultural and socioeconomic diversity.  This is 
important for community image as well as accreditation. 

 
As stated earlier, we had originally planned to serve 200 students/participants this year; 
however, our numbers exceeded that by 70 and we had to turn away others.  Making this 
conference an annual event will promote and support the core principles/goals of the 
Educational Master Plan, the goals of the Strategic Plan, and the Mission, Vision and Values 
of the college. 
 
 

IX. APPENDIX 

A. 2013 Edúcate Conference Brochure 
B. 2013 Edúcate Conference – Pre-Conference Student Survey Results 
C. 2013 Edúcate Conference – Post-Conference Student Survey Results 
D. 2013 Edúcate Conference — Post-Conference Counselor Survey Results 
E. 2013 Edúcate Conference  – Latina Leadership Network Member Feedback  
F. 2013 Edúcate Conference Expense Report 

 



Friday, March 22, 2013 
9:00 am -3:00 pm

Dallons Hall, Cuesta College North County Campus

Edúcate - Sí Se Puede  
Conference for High School students

Sí Se Puede
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César Chávez is a major icon for the Latino community, 
known as much for the 40 years he worked as a labor leader 
and civil rights activist, as he is for one simple slogan: “Sí, se 
puede” – Spanish for “Yes, it is possible” or, roughly, “Yes, it 
can be done.” 

Chávez dedicated his life to improving the treatment, pay 
and working conditions for farmworkers. He knew all too 
well the hardships these workers faced since he had toiled 
in the fields for nearly a quarter century, starting when he 
was a youngster working alongside his family. 

Along with Dolores Huerta, he created the National Farm 
Workers Association, which later became the United Farm 
Workers. His approach to unionism and aggressive-but-
nonviolent tactics made the farmworkers’ struggle a moral 
cause that ultimately gained nationwide support. He led 

marches, called for boycotts and went on repeated hunger strikes. He also focused 
national attention on the dangers of pesticides to farmworkers’ health. 

By the late 1970s, those tactics had forced growers to recognize the UFW as the 
bargaining agent for 50,000 field workers in California and Florida. His dedication 
earned him numerous friends and supporters, including Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson. 

He died at age 66 on April 23, 1993. Six days later, some 40,000 mourners marched 
behind Chávez’s plain pine casket during funeral services in Delano, Calif. “My father 
chose to live a life of voluntary poverty, and yet I believe that his legacy will be rich,” 
son Fernando said in his eulogy. How true his son’s words have proven to be. 

In August of 1994, President Bill Clinton posthumously presented the Medal of 
Freedom – the nation’s highest civilian honor – to César Estrada Chávez. His widow, 
Helen, received the medal during a White House ceremony. Supporters say Chávez’s 
work led to numerous improvements for union laborers. His birthday – March 31 – 
has become a state holiday in California, Colorado and Texas. Many parks, cultural 
centers, libraries, schools and streets have been named in his honor in communities 
across the country. 

In 2008, then-Sen. Barack Obama called for a national holiday in the activist’s honor. 

“Chávez left a legacy as an educator, environmentalist and a civil rights leader,” said 
the future president. “And his cause lives on. As farmworkers and laborers across 
America continue to struggle for fair treatment and fair wages, we find strength in 
what César Chávez accomplished so many years ago. And we should honor him for 
what he’s taught us about making America a stronger, more just and more prosperous 
nation.”  

On Oct. 8, 2012, President Obama designated the Cesar E. Chavez National Monument 
in Kern County within the National Park system.

Born March 31, 1927   
 Yuma, Arizona

Died April 23, 1993 (age 66) 
 San Luis, Arizona

César Chávez
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 The Latina Leadership Network (LLN) is a mutual support and advocacy 

organization committed to providing effective opportunities to develop innovative 

approaches to increase participation of Latinas in leadership roles and to promote 

and maintain la cultura Latina and non-sexist familial values.

Our Mission: LATINA ROLE MODEL PANELISTS

Jackie Llamas - In-home Counselor, Family Care Network Inc.  
Llamas was born in Guadalajara, Mexico, and spent her childhood in Santa Barbara County. She 
is a 2007 graduate of Pioneer Valley High School in Santa Maria. She attended community college 
and earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology from UC Merced. She decided to focus her career 
goals on mental health and went to work for San Luis Obispo County as a mental health resource 
specialist after graduation. 

Celeste Royer - Director of Environmental Education,  
San Luis Obispo County Office of Education 
Royer’s career in environmental and outdoor education spans nearly 30 years. She is the director of 
environmental education at the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education where she directs the 
Rancho El Chorro Outdoor School programs and manages a 200-acre campus and school facilities. 
She served as the statewide director of the California Regional Environmental Education Community 
(CREEC) Network for 10 years in cooperation with the California Department of Education. Royer 
received her bachelor’s degree in kinesiology from UCLA and master’s degrees from San Francisco 
State University and Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. She is married with two adult children.

Leticia Zendejas – Deputy Probation Officer II, Youth in Action 
Leticia Zendejas was born and raised in Santa Maria and graduated from Santa Maria High School 
in 2001. After attending Allan Hancock Community College, she earned a bachelor’s degree from 
California State University, Chico in political science legal studies. She began her career with the 
San Luis Obispo Probation Department as a deputy probation officer six years ago and has been the 
South County Youth In Action Coordinator for two years.

LATINO ROLE MODEL PANELISTS

Edwin Moscoso - Agricultural Inspector/Biologist,  
County of San Luis Obispo Department of Agriculture/Weights and Measures 
Moscoso was born in a remote village in Guatemala. He was the first from his village to graduate 
college. In fact, he was the first one who finished elementary school. He graduated from San Carlos 
University as an agricultural engineer. Due to the political turmoil Guatemala was experiencing in 
the 1980s, Moscoso left his country with his wife, Glenda. They have two daughters. One attends 
Harvard and will graduate next year. The other, a high school senior will attend Harvard in the fall. 

Jose A. Alvarez -  Information Technology Manager,  
County of Santa Barbara District Attorney 
Alvarez was born in Santa Maria and earned his associate degree in liberal arts from Allan Hancock 
College. He obtained a technical degree as a Microsoft network specialist and works for the County 
of Santa Barbara District Attorney as the information technology manager. He and wife Veronica 
live in Santa Maria with their two children. Alvarez is passionate about education and business and 
believes that with hard work and determination, everything is possible.

Mark Corella - District Manager, Wells Fargo  
Corella is vice president and Central Coast district manager for Wells Fargo Bank in San Luis Obispo. 
He has more than 25 years of banking management experience on the Central Coast. He graduated 
from Cal Poly in 1981 after attending two years at Gavilan Community College in Gilroy. In 2006 he 
was recognized by Latino Today newspaper as one of the 50 Most Influential Latino Leaders in 
Central California. In, 2008 he was among 30 U.S. banking leaders selected to work with the Mexican 
government in Mexico City to help increase financial literacy in Mexican households. 
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Cal-Soap

–––––––––

A special thanks to Cuesta College North County student Manuel Medina for his DJ services  
and to Maria Ramirez from Ohlone College for sharing the arts with the students.

A big thank you to all the panelists and presenters  
for making this conference meaningful and inspiring!

Thank you to the Cuesta College Foundation and Marketing and Communications Department  
for preparing the conference marketing materials. Your department’s support is greatly appreciated.

A big thanks to all the volunteers who donated their time and effort to this conference.  
We could not have done it without you!

A HEARTFELT THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS



Back row, from left: Lisa Wearda, Sandra Nevarez, Ally Aguirre, Sarah VillaSeñor and Diane Dee Limon.  
Front row, from left: Edie Morales, Estella Vazquez, Margarita Ramirez, Glenda Moscoso and Martha Davis.  
Not pictured: Janet Florez, Tonya Hardiman, Monica Millard, Xelina Rojas, Lupe Beanway, Alma Cordova,  
Gabriela Lopez, Jennifer Pereira, and Gina Vriend.

On behalf of the Latina Leadership Network, it is an honor to 
welcome each of you to the Edúcate – Sí Se Puede Conference. 
We are excited to have you on campus and it is our hope that you 
leave today inspired and motivated to pursue your dreams and 
aspirations. Throughout the day you will be introduced to different 
individuals who have had to overcome different challenges to 
be where they are today, and who are willing to share with you 
their life journey. Listen to their stories; learn from them, and more 
importantly, ask questions. It is our hope that as you hear their 
stories and life experiences you will think about the path you want 
to follow and how we can help you discover your passions and 

dreams. Enjoy this day and take advantage of this opportunity. We believe in you! We 
know that each one of you is capable of reaching your goals and of creating your own 
destiny. Yes you can! “Edúcate – Sí Se Puede.” 

De parte de Latina Leadership Network es un honor darles la bienvenida a la 
con¬ferencia “Edúcate – Sí Se Puede.” Estamos tan contentos de tenerlos aquí y 
nuestro deseo es que se vayan inspirados y motivados a alcanzar sus sueños y aspira-
ciones. A lo largo del día conocerán a varias personas que han tenido que sobrepasar 
varios obstáculos para alcanzar sus metas y quienes están dispuestos a compatir 
con ustedes acerca de su vida. Escuchen sus historias, aprendan de ellas y lo más 
importante hagan preguntas. Esperamos que al escuchar sus historias y experiencias 
ustedes empiezen a pensar acerca del camino que ustedes quieren seguir y cómo 
podemos ayudarles a descubrir sus sueños. Disfruten este dia y aprovechen esta 
oportunidad. і Nosotros creemos en ustedes! Sabemos que cada uno de ustedes es 
capaz de alcanzar sus metas y crear su propio destino. іSí, Tú Puedes! Edúcate – Sí Se 
Puede.” 

Glenda Moscoso, LLN Cuesta Chapter President

Bienvenidos a Cuesta College!Career Technical Education Presentations
ACCounting 
John Alexander will present a general description of financial opportunities in government and 
private industry and discuss Cuesta’s online and in-classroom financial courses.  
For more information about accounting courses, contact: 
John Alexander, business education instructor • john_alexander@cuesta.edu or (805) 546-3251

EMERgEnCy MEdiCAL tEChniCiAn (EMt)  
EMTs work alongside paramedics and other emergency services providers as part of a pre-hospital 
healthcare team. They are typically first responders on the scene of an accident or emergency. 
They examine victims, provide basic life support, like giving oxygen or performing CPR, and 
transport patients to medical facilities. Their work is physically strenuous and sometimes involves 
life-or-death situations and people’s lives often depend on their quick reaction and good decision 
making skills. Certified EMTs work for private ambulance companies, hospitals, fire and police 
departments, and other public service agencies.  
For more information about health care careers, contact: Lisa B. Wearda, associate director of 
Nursing and Allied Health  • lisa_wearda@cuesta.edu or (805) 546-3100 ext. 2798

BioLogiCAL SCiEnCES 
Participate in demonstrations in a physiology laboratory and take a closer look at how the 
body works. Students who study biology can go on for careers in medicine (doctors, nurses, 
veterinarians, physical therapists), fitness (personal trainers, physical educators, nutritionists), and 
environmental professions (endangered species surveys, park rangers and nature guides).  
For more information, contact: Biological Sciences division (805) 546-3100, ext. 3230

CAREER ExpLoRAtion 
Tonya Hardiman, Cuesta College counselor, and Cande Muñoz, Cuesta College counseling director, 
will provide a workshop on career exploration and goal setting. Students will be introduced to the 
Holland interest themes. This will help student to begin thinking about what they might consider for 
a college major. Students will develop an action pledge to assist them in preparing for college. They 
will develop both short- and long-term goals as part of their Action Pledge. Students may continue 
to explore career and college major options by visiting their high school career center.

CRiMinAL JuStiCE 
Criminal Justice program instructor Stacy Millich will introduce students to Cuesta’s Criminal 
Justice program with the assistance of students currently enrolled in the program. Careers in 
criminal justice are fun, exciting and interesting. They also provide a meaningful opportunity 
to serve the public, protect constitutional rights, and make a positive impact on society. The 
college’s Criminal Justice program is designed to prepare students for careers in law enforcement, 
investigations, corrections, private security, law and juvenile justice.  
For more information, contact: Stacy Millich, Criminal Justice program instructor  • stacy_millich@
cuesta.edu, (805) 546-3270

phySiCAL SCiEnCES 
Cuesta’s Physical Sciences division is offering students an electrifying opportunity:  can you 
assemble a D cell battery, a wire, and a light bulb to make it glow?  Students in Cuesta College 
science classes explore scientific principles by experimenting and collecting data. Today, you will 
play with simple electrical components to build working circuits and learn how batteries, motors, 
and light bulbs work. Even teachers are surprised at how hard this simple task can be. Come try it 
yourself!  Students from Cuesta College’s science programs find careers in forensics, medicine, 
pharmaceuticals, engineering, oil and gas exploration, oceanography, and astronomical research. 
For more information about physics, chemistry, astronomy, or earth and ocean science, contact: 
greg Baxley, chemistry instructor • gbaxley@cuesta.edu or (805) 546-3100, ext. 2730

WELding And tEChnoLogy 
Welders are employed in practically every industry. Skilled welders often work independently and 
can utilize their skills anywhere in the world. Persons with welding training have a wide variety 
of job options in production, structural, pipe, or maintenance applications. Starting salaries for 
welders are around $8 to $12 per hour. Many experienced welders earn $16 to $25 per hour.  
For more information, contact:  Rob thoresen • rthorese@cuesta.edu or (805) 546-3100 Ext. 2737
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SALvAdoR huRtAdo - CLOSING SPEAKER

Salvador Hurtado was born and raised in the city of 
Mexicali, Baja California Mexico, and later moved across 
the border to Calexico, California. During high school, 
Hurtado was involved in many extracurricular activities, 
which included Future Farmers of America. He really 
enjoyed the agriculture industry and represented the 
Calexico FFA Chapter at the local, section, state and 
national levels. He was the first FFA member from Calexico 
to receive the American FFA Degree. 

Hurtado received his degree in agriculture science from Cal 
Poly with the goal of becoming a high school agriculture 
instructor. He represented the university in numerous 
national and international conferences and interned for 
several companies, such as Helena Chemical Company, the 
Orange County Fair, Jamba Juice, and US Agriseeds. 

He earned his teaching credential at Cal Poly and was a 
student teacher at Le Grand High School. He now works 
for San Luis Obispo based US Agriseeds in the Caribbean, 
Central and South American markets. 

 8:45 - 9:00 am Check-in  

 9:00 - 9:20 am “2013 and Beyond - Charting Your Future,”  
  a presentation by Maria Ramirez

 9:25 am Welcome 
  Gary Rubin, Executive Dean  
  North County Campus

 9:30 am Keynote Speaker 
  Dean Florez

 10:00 am College Overview Presentation 
  Cande Muñoz, Director of Counseling, 
  Cuesta College 
  Dallons Hall, N3102

 10:00 am Financial Aid Presentation 
  Raul Aldama, Financial Aid  
  N2401

 10:25 am College Overview Presentation 
  Cande Muñoz, Director of Counseling,  
  Cuesta College 
  N2401

 10:25 am Financial Aid Presentation 
  Raul Aldama, Financial Aid  
  Dallons Hall, N3102

 10:50 am Transition

 11:00 - Noon Showcase of Cuesta Programs (girls)

 11:00 - Noon Latino Role Models Panel (boys)

 Noon - 12:15 pm Transition

 12:15 - 1:15 pm Showcase of Cuesta Programs (boys)

 12:15- 1:15 pm Latina Role Models Panel (girls)

 1:15 - 1:45 pm Lunch/Evaluations/Door Prizes/DJ Manuel Medina

 2:00 pm Closing Speaker – Salvador Hurtado

 2:20 pm Farewell

  Door Prizes

A G E N D A

Edúcate - Sí Se Puede CONFERENCE
MARCH 22 ,  2013

Dallons Hall, Cuesta College North County Campus, Room N3102

speakers

dEAn FLoREZ  - KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dean Florez, the grandson of farm laborers, was born and 
raised in the Central Valley. He is president of the 20 Million 
Minds Foundation, which seeks to reduce the rapidly 
growing cost of a college education by making electronic 
textbooks widely available. 

Florez served in the state Legislature from 1998 to 2010, two 
terms representing the 30th Assembly District and eight 
years as the 16th District senator. He was named Senate 
Majority Leader in November 2008 – the Senate’s second-
most powerful position. 

Florez earned an MBA from Harvard in 1993 and, in 1987, a 
bachelor’s degree in political science from UCLA, where he 
served as student body president.
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Educate-Si Se Puede 

1. Contact Information

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Name: 
 

100.0% 270

Address: 
 

100.0% 270

Address 2: 

 
4.1% 11

City/Town: 
 

100.0% 270

State: 
 

100.0% 270

ZIP: 
 

100.0% 270

Email Address: 

 
88.1% 238

Cell Phone for Text Updates: 

 
70.7% 191

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

2. Re-Enter Your Email Address:

 
Response 

Count

  270

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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3. Listing for Name Tag (First name or nickname):

 
Response 

Count

  270

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

4. Have you Attended the Educate--Si Se Puede Conference in the past?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 13.0% 35

No 87.0% 235

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

5. How did you find out about the Educate--Si Se Puede Conference?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

HS Counselor or Teacher 77.4% 209

Friend or Family 16.7% 45

Cuesta Counselor or Staff 1.1% 3

Newspaper, TV, Radio, or Website   0.0% 0

Flier   0.0% 0

Other 4.8% 13

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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6. What Size T-Shirt do you want?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

X-Small 4.1% 11

Small 25.2% 68

Medium 39.3% 106

Large 21.5% 58

X-Large 8.1% 22

XX-Large 1.9% 5

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

7. Do you need a vegetarian lunch?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 7.0% 19

No 93.0% 251

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

8. Do you have any special needs or accomodations we should know about?

 
Response 

Count

  66

  answered question 66

  skipped question 204
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9. What is the name of your high school?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Atascadero HS 11.9% 32

Pioneer Valley High School 13.3% 36

Paso Robles HS 24.4% 66

Pacific Beach HS 1.5% 4

Shandon HS 4.1% 11

Nipomo HS 12.2% 33

West Mall Alternative/Del Rio HS   0.0% 0

San Luis Obispo HS 10.7% 29

Templeton HS/Templeton 

Independent/Eagle Canyon
5.2% 14

Lopez Continuation HS   0.0% 0

Independence HS/Liberty HS 1.1% 3

Arroyo Grande HS   0.0% 0

Coast Union HS 5.2% 14

Morro Bay HS 7.8% 21

Leffingwell HS 0.4% 1

Other 2.2% 6

Not in School   0.0% 0

Other (please specify) 

 
6

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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10. What grade are you in?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

9 12.2% 33

10 33.0% 89

11 28.1% 76

12 26.7% 72

Not in School   0.0% 0

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

11. What is your birth date (MM/DD/YY)?

 
Response 

Count

  270

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

12. Are you male or female?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Male 34.7% 93

Female 65.3% 175

  answered question 268

  skipped question 2
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13. Ethnicity/Race (Select ALL that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Mexican, Mexican-American, 

Chicano
86.7% 234

Central American 1.5% 4

South American 0.4% 1

Hispanic: Other 14.4% 39

Asian: Indian   0.0% 0

Asian: Chinese   0.0% 0

Asian: Japanese   0.0% 0

Asian: Korean   0.0% 0

Asian: Laotian   0.0% 0

Asian: Cambodian   0.0% 0

Asian: Vietnamese   0.0% 0

Filipino 0.4% 1

Asian: Other 1.1% 3

Black or African American 0.4% 1

Native American/Alaskan Native   0.0% 0

Pacific Islander: Guamanian   0.0% 0

Pacific Islander: Hawaiian   0.0% 0

Pacific Islander: Samoan   0.0% 0

Pacific Islander: Other   0.0% 0

White 1.9% 5

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0



7 of 15

14. Were you born in the United States?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 62.5% 160

No 37.5% 96

  answered question 256

  skipped question 14

15. If you answered No to above question, where were you born?

 
Response 

Count

  96

  answered question 96

  skipped question 174

16. Were one or more of your parents born in the United States?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 13.9% 35

No 86.1% 216

  answered question 251

  skipped question 19
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17. Were one or more of your grandparents born in the United States?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 9.8% 25

No 90.2% 231

  answered question 256

  skipped question 14

18. What language do you mainly speak at home?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

English 21.9% 59

Spanish 75.2% 203

Other (please specify) 

 
3.0% 8

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

19. What is the second language you speak most often? (Secondary language)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

English 73.0% 197

Spanish 20.7% 56

None 5.2% 14

Other (please specify) 

 
1.1% 3

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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20. What is the highest level of schooling your mother completed (or guardian #1)?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Grade 9 or less 38.4% 98

Some High School, no diploma 16.9% 43

High School diploma, GED, or 

equivalent
12.2% 31

Some college credit, no degree 8.2% 21

Associate's Degree (AA, AS) 2.7% 7

Bachelor's Degree (BA, BS) 1.6% 4

Graduate/Professional Degree 

beyond Bachelor's Degree
0.8% 2

Don't Know 19.2% 49

  answered question 255

  skipped question 15
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21. What is the highest level of schooling your father completed (or guardian #2)?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Grade 9 or less 42.5% 108

Some High School, no diploma 16.5% 42

High School diploma, GED, or 

equivalent
8.7% 22

Some college credit, no degree 5.1% 13

Associate's Degree (AA, AS) 1.6% 4

Bachelor's Degree (BA, BS) 0.4% 1

Graduate/Professional Degree 

beyond Bachelor's Degree
0.8% 2

Don't Know 24.4% 62

  answered question 254

  skipped question 16
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22. What do you plan on doing right after you graduate from high school?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

I plan to go to a 4 year college 

or university
44.4% 120

I plan to go to community college 39.3% 106

I plan to go to a Trade or Vocational 

School (ex. Culinary, Cosmetology, 

Automotive School, etc)

4.1% 11

I plan to get a job 7.4% 20

I plan to join the military 2.2% 6

Other (please specify) 

 
2.6% 7

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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23. What is your biggest challenge to reaching your goals?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Academics (school work, study 

skills, ability to understand and 

complete assignments)

45.6% 123

Peer Issues (personal relationships, 

drug/alcohol abuse, gangs)
2.6% 7

My immigration status 13.0% 35

Family issues/beliefs 7.0% 19

Language barriers 6.7% 18

Financial (being able to afford 

college)
43.0% 116

Other (please specify) 

 
4.8% 13

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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24. Who helps you the most when you need support/advice?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Teachers, Counselor, or Adult 

Mentor
31.1% 84

Friends 17.0% 46

Parents 35.9% 97

Brother or Sister 7.8% 21

None 5.6% 15

Other 2.6% 7

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

25. How much do you know about starting college?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

I am ready to go! I have all the info 

I need.
5.9% 16

I have some information, but 

need more.
73.7% 199

I have no clue. 20.4% 55

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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26. How much do you know about getting money to go to college?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

I am ready to go! I have all the info 

I need.
4.1% 11

I have some information, but 

need more.
60.7% 164

I have no clue! 35.2% 95

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

27. How important is it that the college/university you want to attend provides materials in 

Spanish?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Very Important 16.7% 45

Somewhat Important 56.3% 152

Not Important 27.0% 73

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0
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28. How important is it that the college/university you want to attend has cultural activites 

or clubs?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Very Important 28.1% 76

Somewhat Important 60.7% 164

Not Important 11.1% 30

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

29. How important is it that the college/university you attend has bilingual or Latino staff 

available to help you?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Very Important 29.6% 80

Somewhat Important 48.9% 132

Not Important 21.5% 58

  answered question 270

  skipped question 0

30. What kinds of things or activities should a college/university have to make sure that you 

feel welcome on campus?

 
Response 

Count

  133

  answered question 133

  skipped question 137



Page 4, Q30.  What kinds of things or activities should a college/university have to make sure that you feel
welcome on campus?

1 soccer, dance Apr 4, 2013 9:49 AM

2 Clubs, groups, and especially all the help you can get. Also, a positive influence,
motivation.

Apr 4, 2013 9:48 AM

3 N/A Apr 4, 2013 9:48 AM

4 Basketball, games? Apr 4, 2013 9:47 AM

5 A Welcome to College Party Apr 4, 2013 9:44 AM

6 Animal Care Center Apr 4, 2013 9:43 AM

7 N/A Apr 4, 2013 9:42 AM

8 vegetarian food Apr 4, 2013 9:07 AM

9 a welcome committee for first-time freshman Apr 3, 2013 3:15 PM

10 all Apr 3, 2013 12:53 PM

11 Cultural activities. Apr 3, 2013 10:58 AM

12 sports Apr 3, 2013 10:57 AM

13 Sports Apr 3, 2013 10:54 AM

14 activities Mar 26, 2013 1:42 PM

15 sports Mar 26, 2013 1:29 PM

16 nice people that you can easily talk to Mar 11, 2013 2:18 PM

17 good food and friendly peopl Mar 11, 2013 2:12 PM

18 food :) Mar 11, 2013 2:08 PM

19 Good counselors Mar 11, 2013 1:55 PM

20 Cultural Activities Mar 11, 2013 1:01 PM

21 More Mexicans Mar 11, 2013 12:54 PM

22 enough help Mar 11, 2013 12:42 PM

23 Clubs Mar 11, 2013 12:39 PM

24 Mentors Mar 11, 2013 12:14 PM

25 nice persons, friends, teacher Mar 11, 2013 11:49 AM

26 party Mar 11, 2013 11:09 AM



Page 4, Q30.  What kinds of things or activities should a college/university have to make sure that you feel
welcome on campus?

27 support Mar 11, 2013 10:52 AM

28 sports Mar 11, 2013 10:42 AM

29 orientation days Mar 11, 2013 10:16 AM

30 sports that involve running Mar 11, 2013 10:08 AM

31 clubs Mar 11, 2013 10:04 AM

32 A Welcome-Committee for First-Time Freshman Mar 8, 2013 4:07 PM

33 Welding Mar 7, 2013 2:23 PM

34 Dances or fun things to do Mar 7, 2013 2:15 PM

35 IDK? Mar 7, 2013 12:53 PM

36 cutural events Mar 7, 2013 12:40 PM

37 vegetarian food Mar 7, 2013 12:35 PM

38 good teachers Mar 7, 2013 11:48 AM

39 things to help teen moms Mar 7, 2013 11:45 AM

40 gym/workout classes, clubs that help new students with everthing that they
should know about college

Mar 7, 2013 10:31 AM

41 To make me feel welcomed a college must have diversity Mar 7, 2013 10:26 AM

42 sports, clubs, vibrant student body with flexible professors Mar 7, 2013 10:22 AM

43 gatherings Mar 7, 2013 9:53 AM

44 a welcome committee for all the freshmen Mar 7, 2013 9:41 AM

45 low tuition Mar 7, 2013 9:35 AM

46 student support Mar 7, 2013 9:32 AM

47 a happy atmosphere Mar 7, 2013 9:28 AM

48 people thst can answer your questions if you need help. Mar 6, 2013 7:11 PM

49 ethnic social events Mar 6, 2013 4:21 PM

50 activites that will help you know everyone else , to make friends , meet new
people.

Mar 6, 2013 3:36 PM

51 Orentation Mar 6, 2013 11:20 AM

52 Wrestling Mar 5, 2013 5:07 PM



Page 4, Q30.  What kinds of things or activities should a college/university have to make sure that you feel
welcome on campus?

53 more people visting Mar 5, 2013 4:37 PM

54 Cutural activities and trips. Mar 5, 2013 4:37 PM

55 dances and more cultural activities Mar 5, 2013 2:01 PM

56 good enviroment Mar 5, 2013 12:10 PM

57 fashion clubs Mar 5, 2013 12:06 PM

58 Beauty clubs and fashion Mar 5, 2013 12:06 PM

59 A Welcome-Committee for First-Time Freshman Mar 5, 2013 9:53 AM

60 sports and clubs Mar 5, 2013 9:41 AM

61 safe Mar 4, 2013 9:49 PM

62 Wide variety of clubs/hospitality Mar 4, 2013 9:41 PM

63 none Mar 4, 2013 9:08 PM

64 Clubs that you know you feel welcome to or make you feel that way. People that
can help you if your lost or have questions.

Mar 4, 2013 3:31 PM

65 Sports Mar 4, 2013 1:38 PM

66 soccer Mar 4, 2013 1:34 PM

67 im not sure Mar 2, 2013 5:33 PM

68 soccer and extra help Mar 1, 2013 7:37 PM

69 Ice Breaker Activity Feb 28, 2013 12:55 PM

70 A clean campus Feb 28, 2013 12:42 PM

71 A welcome committtee that shows arounf first-time freshman Feb 28, 2013 9:57 AM

72 friends Feb 27, 2013 4:45 PM

73 orientation Feb 27, 2013 1:10 PM

74 art classes Feb 27, 2013 12:21 PM

75 Athletics Feb 26, 2013 6:23 PM

76 A good agriculture program Feb 25, 2013 10:33 PM

77 I would like the campus I attend have orientations and get to know the staff that
will be around me.

Feb 25, 2013 10:32 PM

78 i think they should have sport teams in cuesta because i play tennis,and soccer Feb 25, 2013 9:38 PM



Page 4, Q30.  What kinds of things or activities should a college/university have to make sure that you feel
welcome on campus?

79 sports Feb 25, 2013 7:55 PM

80 i think it should consist of youth group, active activities, and lots of love. c: Feb 25, 2013 6:33 PM

81 Make sure we get to know people Feb 25, 2013 6:26 PM

82 welcoming staff Feb 25, 2013 6:13 PM

83 help incoming freshman Feb 25, 2013 2:14 PM

84 clubs and sports Feb 25, 2013 1:36 PM

85 none Feb 25, 2013 1:15 PM

86 parkour Feb 25, 2013 10:52 AM

87 Welcoming, accepting, clubs Feb 24, 2013 9:45 PM

88 Knowing how to get around campus Feb 24, 2013 5:47 PM

89 Latino Group Feb 24, 2013 12:56 PM

90 clubs,sports,and tutoring Feb 22, 2013 8:05 PM

91 Any clubs where I can spend my free time in. Feb 21, 2013 5:55 PM

92 Nice,informative staff/teachers Feb 21, 2013 5:43 PM

93 Pep Rally Feb 21, 2013 2:33 PM

94 everything Feb 21, 2013 2:21 PM

95 Bonding Activities Feb 21, 2013 2:17 PM

96 mexican food Feb 21, 2013 2:09 PM

97 orientation groups, or activities that help students interact and meet new people Feb 21, 2013 1:46 PM

98 SPORTS Feb 21, 2013 1:34 PM

99 Dance for 5 de Mayo and 16 de Spetiembre. Activities that celebrate my culture Feb 21, 2013 11:28 AM

100 DANCE CLUBS Feb 21, 2013 11:20 AM

101 Give you help Feb 21, 2013 11:19 AM

102 I would like to have good, helpful teachers Feb 20, 2013 10:55 PM

103 Friendly Feb 20, 2013 9:39 PM

104 A club of bilingual people Feb 20, 2013 6:33 PM

105 everything Feb 20, 2013 6:23 PM



Page 4, Q30.  What kinds of things or activities should a college/university have to make sure that you feel
welcome on campus?

106 Friendly atmosphere Feb 20, 2013 3:53 PM

107 soccer Feb 20, 2013 3:04 PM

108 idk Feb 20, 2013 1:26 PM

109 i dont know Feb 19, 2013 2:15 PM

110 i dont know Feb 19, 2013 2:13 PM

111 A counselor that speaks spanish Feb 19, 2013 2:08 PM

112 conselor that know spanish and english Feb 19, 2013 2:08 PM

113 sports soccer Feb 19, 2013 2:06 PM

114 class that i like and i enjoy Feb 19, 2013 1:57 PM

115 que haiga mucho apoyo en todos los estudiantes y mucha conprencion Feb 19, 2013 12:33 PM

116 I dont know Feb 19, 2013 12:18 PM

117 apoyo Feb 19, 2013 12:18 PM

118 soccer Feb 19, 2013 12:18 PM

119 i do not know Feb 19, 2013 12:18 PM

120 to have people that likes to play soccer and people that is very talkatives and
that speak spanish.

Feb 19, 2013 12:17 PM

121 not sure Feb 19, 2013 12:16 PM

122 im not sure Feb 19, 2013 12:16 PM

123 none Feb 19, 2013 12:15 PM

124 clubs Feb 13, 2013 8:22 PM

125 soccer Feb 12, 2013 11:21 AM

126 Sports Feb 11, 2013 9:43 PM

127 Soccer Feb 7, 2013 9:29 PM

128 Sports Feb 7, 2013 3:31 PM

129 soccer clubs Feb 7, 2013 2:30 PM

130 Cultural activities, especially to represent the Latino culture Feb 5, 2013 11:35 PM

131 sports and music and others Jan 30, 2013 1:39 PM



Page 4, Q30.  What kinds of things or activities should a college/university have to make sure that you feel
welcome on campus?

132 Parades for welcoming students. Jan 24, 2013 8:22 PM

133 Tutors that advice me in the classes I should take and improving studying skills.
As for activties having cultural clubs would be amazing.

Jan 24, 2013 8:17 PM



Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
How many times have you come to this event?What's the name of your school?

Mean: 8.92 Mean: 1.15
Arroyo Grande
High School

0 0.00 This is my first
time.

181 77.35
Atascadero
High School

25 10.68 This is my
second time. 

31 13.25
Coast Union
High School

14 5.98 This is my third
time. 

0 0.00
Independence &
Liberty High
School

1 0.43

Leffingwell High
School

1 0.43
Lopez
Continuation
High School

0 0.00

Morro Bay High
School

16 6.84
Nipomo High
School

30 12.82
Pacific Beach
High School

4 1.71
Paso Robles
High School

57 24.36
Pioneer Valley
High School

36 15.38
San Luis
Obispo High
School

28 11.97

Shandon High
School

8 3.42
Templeton High
School

12 5.13
Templeton
Independent/Ea
gle Canyon
High School

1 0.43

West Mall
Alternative/Del
Rio High School

0 0.00

Missing 1 0.43 Missing 22 9.40

Educate Si Se Puede Post Conference 2013
Educate- Si Se Puede
Post Conference Survey Spring

2013

4/8/2013 Page 14/8/2013
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Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent

Which conference activity did you like the most?
(choose one)

What grade are you in?
Mean: 2.70 Mean: 4.06

9th 27 11.54 Opening
Speaker Maria
Ramirez

17 7.26

10th 78 33.33 Keynote
Speaker Dean
Florez

38 16.24

11th 67 28.63 Overview of the
College Cande
Munoz

21 8.97

12th 62 26.50 Latina/o Guest
Panel

22 9.40
Program/Class
Presentations

64 27.35
Financial Aid
Presentation

13 5.56
Lunch 22 9.40
Closing
Speaker
Salvador
Hurtado

1 0.43

Missing 0 0.00 Missing 36 15.38

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent

Which class presentation did you like the most?
(choose one)

Which conference activity did you like the least?
(choose one)

Mean: 1.61 Mean: 4.64
None I liked all
of them.

185 79.06 Accounting
presentation

7 2.99
Opening
speaker Maria
Ramirez

9 3.85 Biology
presentation

37 15.81

Keynote
speaker Dean
Florez

1 0.43 Business
presentation

8 3.42

Overview of the
College Cande
Munoz

7 2.99 Career
Exploration
presentation

32 13.68

Latina/o guest
panel

4 1.71 Criminal Justice
presenation

50 21.37
Program/Class
presentations 

4 1.71 Emergency
Medical
Services EMT
presentation

52 22.22

Financial Aid
presentation

6 2.56 Physical
Science
presentation

16 6.84

Lunch 2 0.85 welding
presentation

9 3.85
Closing
Speaker
Salvador
Hurtado

2 0.85

Missing 14 5.98 Missing 23 9.83

4/8/2013 Page 24/8/2013



Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
After today, how do you feel about coming to Cuesta?After today, how do you feel about going to college?

Mean: 1.09 Mean: 1.96
I want to go to
college

204 87.18 I want to come
to Cuesta.

53 22.65
I'm thinking
about going to
college.

18 7.69 I'm thinking
about coming to
Cuesta. 

107 45.73

I'm not going to
college.

1 0.43 I'm not coming
to Cuesta. 

45 19.23
Missing 11 4.70 Missing 29 12.39

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent

I already knew I wanted to go to college before coming
to today's conference.

If you are going to college, which best describes
where you will be going?

Mean: 1.98 Mean: 1.19
Community
College

98 41.88 Agree 198 84.62
California State
University

38 16.24 Disagree 15 6.41
University of
California

28 11.97 Don't know 14 5.98
Private
college/universit
y

6 2.56

Out of state
college/universit
y

9 3.85

Other: career
technical
training program

7 2.99

Missing 48 20.51 Missing 7 2.99

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent

After today's conference, I know more about what I
need to do to prepare for college. 

After today's conference, I'm more interested and
excited about going to college. 

Mean: 1.13 Mean: 1.13
Agree 211 90.17 Agree 206 88.03
Disagree 9 3.85 Disagree 11 4.70
Don't know 10 4.27 Don't know 9 3.85
Missing 4 1.71 Missing 8 3.42

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent

After today's conference, I know more about different
career paths. 

After today's conference, I know more about how to
get Financial Aid.

Mean: 1.27 Mean: 1.20
Agree 184 78.63 Agree 190 81.20
Disagree 17 7.26 Disagree 22 9.40
Don't know 22 9.40 Don't know 11 4.70
Missing 11 4.70 Missing 11 4.70

4/8/2013 Page 34/8/2013



Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent

I want to come to this conference next year and/or I
will recommend it to others. 

After today's conference, I know more about how to
get help with making plans for my future. 

Mean: 1.13 Mean: 1.25
Agree 204 87.18 Agree 193 82.48
Disagree 11 4.70 Disagree 5 2.14
Don't know 9 3.85 Don't know 25 10.68
Missing 10 4.27 Missing 11 4.70

4/8/2013 Page 44/8/2013



 2013 Educate Conference
Student Comments from Event Survey

◊ More activities Active activities
◊ Nursing program (4)
◊ GPA's needed to enter specific colleges
◊ More about art
◊ More class presentations
◊ Everything was very good planned
◊ More presentations/information in the medical field
◊ More information on criminal justice
◊ Explain in depth on how to fill out application for financial aid
◊ More information/presentations in the medical field
◊ More explanation on financial aid (2)
◊ More variety of careers (8)
◊ This is emotional
◊ Trades like cosmetology & stuff
◊ Expand information about social career
◊ How to choose what you would like to be 
◊ Fun and exciting activities, (appreciated the presentation and people in charge)
◊ Everything was good
◊ Something more about careers
◊ What its like at an actual college. What are the sports or activities available.
◊ More about the military and fution designer 
◊ How to be a teacher
◊ Everything was great
◊ It was cool
◊ Earlier lunch
◊ More medical fields

◊ More careers that dealt with real-world problems like computer science, civil engineering, 
and aeronautical engineering.

◊ An engineering per
◊ More guest speakers from different types of careers
◊ I wish they would of presented careers in art
◊ More variety in Hispanic culture
◊ Sports, scholarships
◊ I wished there was a presentation that has to do with art
◊ Anything having to do with environmental science
◊ Everything was great
◊ I think that this conference was perfect
◊ I am pleased with what I was presented today
◊ Something to do with the army
◊ More variety of nationality 
◊ Everything was pretty well organized
◊ How to start college early
◊ Fun games

◊ In the class presentation they should be in more depth of the career. For example, the 
money maid, years to get to the career, and more of what they do.

◊ I wish I could have gone to all class presentations (5)

What else do you wish we had presented at today's conference?  



 2013 Educate Conference
Student Comments from Event Survey

What else do you wish we had presented at today's conference?  

◊ A section where the students were asked questions about their dreams
◊ I think I got all the info I needed
◊ Everything seems to be fine
◊ I think everything was perfect
◊ Something that has to do with cosmetology
◊ A show would have been nice (2)
◊ The presentations were great
◊ How many classes you have to take
◊ More stories about peoples life
◊ You guys pretty much covered everything I need to know to get to college
◊ I liked all that happed here 
◊ More food and soothing women
◊ Students that experience this school and how did it help
◊ Problems that you might have with your family
◊ Was very educational
◊ Mix the females with males
◊ Everything was great

◊ I wish that Dean Flores would have stayed a little longer so we could talk to him and ask 
questions (2)

◊ I think that everything was good
◊ More people
◊ More biology stuff
◊ Everything
◊ Everything was good
◊ I think you covered everything I needed to hear so thank you
◊ Everything was great

◊ It would be good if you could have described what the ACT and SAT are and why they are 
different What are the requirements for grants and scholarships that were introduced

◊ Everything that I needed to know was covered
◊ Famous artists (3)
◊ More experiments
◊ More class presentations
◊ More financial Literacy
◊ Hands on activities
◊ I thought it was perfect as is
◊ Arts and cosmetology presentation
◊ I liked the whole presentation it had all the facts I needed to know
◊ More about specialized teaching
◊ Me and my best friend had lots of fun
◊ More about psychology/science careers, but everything was wonderful
◊ Talk more about artistic careers



Edúcate—Sí Se Puede Counselor Survey 

1. How many times have you attended this event?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

This was my first time. 35.3% 6

This was my second time. 41.2% 7

This was my third time. 17.6% 3

I did not attend the conference. 5.9% 1

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0

2. Which conference activity did you like the MOST?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Opening Speaker (Maria Ramirez)   0.0% 0

Keynote Speaker (Dean Florez) 52.9% 9

Steps to College (Cande Munoz) 5.9% 1

Latino/a Guest Panel 11.8% 2

Program class presentations   0.0% 0

Financial Aid Presentation   0.0% 0

Lunch   0.0% 0

Closing Speaker (Salvador Hurtado) 17.6% 3

I did not attend the conference. 11.8% 2

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0
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3. Which conference activity did you like the LEAST?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Opening Speaker (Maria 

Ramirez)
29.4% 5

Keynote Speaker (Dean Florez) 5.9% 1

Steps to College (Cande Munoz) 11.8% 2

Latino/a Guest Panel   0.0% 0

Program class presentations   0.0% 0

Financial Aid Presentation 29.4% 5

Lunch   0.0% 0

Closing Speaker (Salvador Hurtado) 5.9% 1

I did not attend the conference. 17.6% 3

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0



4. Which Class Presentation did you like the MOST?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

I did not attend any class 

presentations.
29.4% 5

Accounting   0.0% 0

Biology 5.9% 1

Business   0.0% 0

Career Exploration 17.6% 3

Criminal Justice 17.6% 3

Emergency Medical Services (EMT) 11.8% 2

Physical Science 5.9% 1

Welding   0.0% 0

I did not attend the conference. 11.8% 2

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0



5. Which Class Presentation did you like the LEAST?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

I did not attend any class 

presentations.
41.2% 7

Accounting 11.8% 2

Biology   0.0% 0

Business   0.0% 0

Career Exploration 11.8% 2

Criminal Justice   0.0% 0

Emergency Medical Services (EMT) 11.8% 2

Physical Science 11.8% 2

Welding   0.0% 0

I did not attend the conference. 11.8% 2

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0

6. What are your overall impressions of the conference?

 
Response 

Count

  16

  answered question 16

  skipped question 1



7. Do you have any recommendations for improvement for this conference in the future?

 
Response 

Count

  14

  answered question 14

  skipped question 3

8. Regarding the registration process specifically, do you have any feedback or 

recommendations?

 
Response 

Count

  16

  answered question 16

  skipped question 1

9. Do you have any suggestions for future presentation topics and/or presenters?

 
Response 

Count

  11

  answered question 11

  skipped question 6



10. Did the location of the conference impact your decision to attend or ability to recruit 

participants?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 29.4% 5

No 70.6% 12

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0

11. If Cuesta College hosts a conference next year, are you wiliing to bring students?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 100.0% 17

No   0.0% 0

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0

12. We are considering March 21, 2014 as a possible date for the 2014 Edúcate—Sí Se 

Puede Conference. Does this date work with your school/district calendar?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 47.1% 8

No   0.0% 0

Not sure 52.9% 9

  answered question 17

  skipped question 0



Q6.  What are your overall impressions of the conference?

1 The impression is great.  I think that my biggest frustration was that some
students went to the conference as a day off and didn't attend with the intent of
learning something.

Apr 11, 2013 9:15 AM

2 Excellent Apr 8, 2013 3:40 PM

3 I really enjoyed the conference as did my group of students that I took. Apr 8, 2013 2:56 PM

4 Sounds like it was a blast! Apr 8, 2013 11:44 AM

5 This conference was organized really well. It was wonderful that everything was
short and kept the students' attention spans.  It was great that you had the
students up and moving aroung also. It was also great that you split up the
genders for part of the day, it really gave the students a chance to focus on what
was being presented and not get distracted by impressing people.

Apr 8, 2013 9:39 AM

6 Well Organized, wonderful experience for the students! Apr 8, 2013 8:47 AM

7 AMAZING!!!! Not really fair to ask which presentations I liked the least because I
thought they were ALL great and offered great information for the students!!!

Apr 8, 2013 8:35 AM

8 Last year's was more powerful Apr 8, 2013 8:03 AM

9 I've attended in the past and I have always been very impressed. Apr 5, 2013 4:02 PM

10 This was the best student conference I have ever attended. It was organized and
the students were kept busy and moving. They were not bored. The speakers
were excellent and the students could really identify with them. The speakers
were inspiring and the students were give a lot of wonderful information. I
appreciated the spirit of the conference - the idea that the students were in
charge of their educational options.

Apr 5, 2013 9:19 AM

11 Even better than last year.  SLO campus easier for us.  Liked how kids were
broken up; with different groups.Great panelists. I was glad Salvado was back.

Apr 4, 2013 12:57 PM

12 It was fantastic.  There was a wonderful variety of experiences for the students
and was well organized and inspirational for the students.

Apr 3, 2013 2:09 PM

13 Great!  I think that it had an impact on the students and was very informative for
many of them.

Apr 3, 2013 7:47 AM

14 I think the conference is valuable. It gives El students the opportunity for
continued success after high school. They have a tendency to be afraid to ask
questions.  This conference helps them in this area.

Apr 3, 2013 7:37 AM

15 Very well organized.  Great choices for the various classroom presentations.
The various whole-audience speakers were excellent.

Apr 2, 2013 7:52 PM

16 Fantastic Apr 2, 2013 3:35 PM



Q7.  Do you have any recommendations for improvement for this  conference in the future?

1 No cell phones allowed and have counselors sit with their groups to limit the
talking at tables.

Apr 11, 2013 9:15 AM

2 Heaters and shade Apr 8, 2013 3:40 PM

3 None...great job! Apr 8, 2013 11:44 AM

4 Have in a more central location for the county. Less shade in the morning and
less sun in the afternoon.

Apr 8, 2013 9:39 AM

5 Liked having it in SLO Apr 8, 2013 8:47 AM

6 While it was nice to see the Paso Campus, it was a bit far. Would have been
nice to have been able to return the students back to school in time to catches
their buses back home.

Apr 8, 2013 8:35 AM

7 Interaction time between the students A warmup activity Apr 8, 2013 8:03 AM

8 1)Maybe you could think about someone visting the the school campus a few
weeks later and having a followup meeting (Counselor & FinAid
rep(AB540&Deferral Program).  2)How about taking group pictures of attendees
by school.  Having those would help sell the program for next year.

Apr 4, 2013 12:57 PM

9 I would ask that if a speaker speaks in Spanish it is also translated.  Not all of the
students and chaperones spoke or understood Spanish.

Apr 3, 2013 2:09 PM

10 It was fabulous! Apr 3, 2013 8:42 AM

11 Even more small groups - trying to mix students from different schools. Apr 3, 2013 7:47 AM

12 More in depth information about financial aid. Also, some time for groups to ask
questions of the professionals that work at the Cuesta campuses.  For example,
counseling, financial aid, El student support.

Apr 3, 2013 7:37 AM

13 I could not attend all of the classroom presentations.   I thinks the EMT presenter
was an expert who lacked personable effectiveness; blunt and factual.  Very low
interaction from the boys. The financial aid presenters are experts but they
seemed unprepared and confusing.  The Cuesta financial aid website was
shown but was not effectively used.  Strange acronyms need to be explained or
avoided.  The basic message that money is available was clear, but the basic
resources were not clear:  FAFSA, Cal Grant, AB 540, Dream Act, scholarships.
I think a good handout was needed.

Apr 2, 2013 7:52 PM

14 Yes, have more activities for the students not so much talking more interactive
activities

Apr 2, 2013 3:35 PM



Q8.  Regarding the registration process specifically, do you have any feedback or recommendations?

1 N/A Apr 11, 2013 9:15 AM

2 It was very easy Apr 8, 2013 3:40 PM

3 Can we get a couple paper applications sent to schools so that we do not have
to print them on our paper. Budgets are tight and the application was lengthy :)

Apr 8, 2013 11:44 AM

4 Its too hard to try and get students to fill out an online registration form and keep
track of who did. Make the registration packet smaller, fit more on each page.

Apr 8, 2013 9:39 AM

5 No Apr 8, 2013 8:47 AM

6 I understand the need you have to gather information, but ensuring that each
students 1. completes registration, 2. submits you permission slip 3. submits a
district permission slip and finally 4. Is maintaining the grades, attendance, and
behavior to merit attending the field trip is quite an undertaking for an already
short-handed school staff/faculty.

Apr 8, 2013 8:35 AM

7 Good to get students used to utilizing an online registration process-worked well Apr 8, 2013 8:03 AM

8 please inlcude the link to the online orientation on the student applications. And
copy the spanish on the back of the English.

Apr 5, 2013 4:02 PM

9 A paper registration form would help chaperones to keep track of the students
who have completed the proper forms and for those without computer access.

Apr 5, 2013 9:19 AM

10 Online app worked well. Last year it was nice having something to send home to
parents (in Spanish).

Apr 4, 2013 12:57 PM

11 Most school require students use their own permission slip to attend field trips so
the permission slip page of the registration seemed unnecessary.

Apr 3, 2013 2:09 PM

12 No- it was all very clear and smooth. Apr 3, 2013 8:42 AM

13 N/A Apr 3, 2013 7:47 AM

14 No, that went very well . Apr 3, 2013 7:37 AM

15 Providing the options for both online and printed forms was important, because
some students did not have internet access.  I created a registration flyer to help
clarify what needed to be completed and attached my school's field trip form,
which worked well.

Apr 2, 2013 7:52 PM

16 Possibly meeting with the counselors before the conference for better
preparation as to their role in registration and followups.

Apr 2, 2013 3:35 PM



Q9.  Do you have any suggestions for future presentation topics and/or presenters?

1 I would suggest for them to be so mono tone because a few of the students
mentioned that they didn't feel to inspired because the way they were talking
wasnt very motivating.

Apr 8, 2013 2:56 PM

2 The presenters were wonderful! Very inspiring! Apr 8, 2013 9:39 AM

3 Really enjoyed the panels... continue to search out relatable presenters! Apr 8, 2013 8:47 AM

4 Absolutely LOVE hearing the personal success stories of local and successful
latinos :)

Apr 8, 2013 8:35 AM

5 Boys getting to college-barriers,obstacles Judge Estrada Mullaney(retired),
Maria Arvizu-CalPoly

Apr 8, 2013 8:03 AM

6 More women (vet techs, elementary teachers, nurses). Apr 4, 2013 12:57 PM

7 I would ask that if a speaker speaks in Spanish it is also translated.  Not all of the
students and chaperones spoke or understood Spanish.

Apr 3, 2013 2:09 PM

8 N/A Apr 3, 2013 7:47 AM

9 No. The speakers were good.  However, it would be nice for Cuesta College
bilingual staff speak.  these are the people that should meet with these students
so they can put a name to the face.

Apr 3, 2013 7:37 AM

10 I think the classroom sessions were critically important because more direct
communication could occur.  I think the more effective presenters were those
who engaged the students in discussion of their topics, rather than to talk at
them.

Apr 2, 2013 7:52 PM

11 Latinos that are not so old...younger successful latinos so that the students can
be inspired by how attainable a career can be.

Apr 2, 2013 3:35 PM



2013 Edúcate Conference – LLN Member Feedback 

1 
 

March 22, 2013 Debriefing Notes 

• Kudos from Sabrina Robertson. 

• Tonya shared a story about her daughter’s friend who has been through hard times in her life and is 
struggling in school and social. She came to Tonya during the conference and shared how the 
conference made her feel important and that, that day was the start of a new chapter of her life. 

• Graciela shared that the high school girls were very excited about what they were hearing in biology 
and they were very involved in the demonstration. 

• Crystal shared that a girl attending the conference came to her and was asking for financial help and 
Crystal helped her by connecting with her and engaging the student.  

• Alicia asks a high school student’s goals and shared her own experience with all the help people give 
at Cuesta. Alicia also thanked committee members saying that we were a god send to her. She also 
said that she is very emotionally touched by Cuesta.  

• Crystal found that some students were not completely interested in some of the workshops, such as 
accounting. Suggested to do more hands on topics. 

• A high school student was talking to David about dancing and realized that they can use their natural 
skills to their advantage or to help them get out there. 

• Yvonne suggested more interaction with students, more volunteers, and more student speakers. 

• Alicia suggested to mix up the students more. Do an ice breaker game and split them up from the 
very beginning. 

• Everyone felt that the food was good! However, all agreed that lunch needs to be earlier and 
suggests more to eat for breakfast. Also, enjoyed the lunch the year before better. 

• Rehearsal the night before was a huge help in making the conference run smoother. Also, inviting 
the students/volunteers was motivating to committee members. 

• The welcome that the volunteers gave to the high school students was great!  

• Jenna & Crystal were awesome and took control of directing the other volunteers who did not 
attend rehearsal. 

• Every department needs to be involved including the foundation!  

• Suggestions that LLN becomes a committee or the Educate Conference become a committee. 

• If Educate Conference is a Cuesta College event then it needs to be in the budget. 

• Send a thank you (Acknowledgement) to the Media that did come and put them on the program for 
support. 

• Send a thank you to the presenters because they came out of their ways. Thoughts on a thank you 
would be a picture along with a thank you. 

• Put a picture in the Tribune with the story in “Good News” 

• Have talking points ready for the media. See Shannon. 

• Summary of the event to Estella & Translate into Spanish. 

• Need Managers to put outreach person in unit plan for LLN. Want it in Financial Aid plan etc. 
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• Make a slide presentation with numbers, Latino population, demographics will change and impact 
the college. Numbers will go up as population (Latinos) increases; more students will enroll at 
Cuesta. Families stay together. 

• Report due in mid April. We want the college to commit THIS IS A CUESTA COLLEGE EVENT! We need 
their support to execute it. 

o Designated coordinator Paid for by college. 

o Outreach coordinator paid for by college. 

• Go back to E.M. to show success: 

o Slide show and #’s 

o Changing demographics 

o Reach out now 

• We need to add a break at some point (bathroom, etc.) 

o Need bathroom breaks in between 

o Manage the time. More time in between panels for bathroom. 

• Make presentations longer, the 15 minutes was too short. 

• Each of us can help by making a connection with the presenters and providing information/support 
to help make the presentation successful and interactive for the students. 

• Make personal connections with presenters prior to the event. 

• In counseling session most students chose: 

o Social 

o Investigative 

o Artistic 

o Occupational 

• Need to find more leaders, Students are afraid to be leaders and need to encourage them. 

• Challenges with registration. We need to review for improvement. 

• Suggestions from students prior to meeting. 

• Preprogram self evaluation of students. 

• Streamline survey distribution collection: 

o Just have student label survey and pull survey for prizes. 

• What went well: 

o T-shirts given before event. 

o Check in on bus. 

o Liaisons to high schools. 

o Presentations at high school to encourage participation. 

o Student Volunteers 
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March 26, 2013 Debriefing Notes 

Registration 

• Online 

• As many students as possible. 

• Schools that we visited, presentation and online applications. 

• Send thank you cards to counselors who brought kids. (Xelina, Michelle Machado, etc.) 

• Thank you notes (Gaby) with group pic. 

• Collect chaperone/counselors name. 

• Form for chaperone. 

Food 

• Overall went well 

• Hot food for next year? 

• More snacks? 

• Lunch earlier 

• Small bottles of water  

o Order ahead of time at Smart and Final 

• LLN Student club sell sodas? Reconsider (Dee) 

Pictures 

• Ally needs a flash drive 

• Sandra and Ally work on PowerPoint/slideshow 

• Instructor slide show vs. General slide show 

• Group pictures as they come in 

Misc. 

• Add Line about Latinos/non – Latinos 

• Aly’s son enjoyed the experience 

o Class presentation 

o Speakers were good 

• Parent workshop 
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Gary 

• Improvements: 

o Continue planning & preparation 

o Plan time to mix it up / dance a little 

• Good Job: 

o Well planned out and well prepared 

o Decorations beautiful 

o Music was good/dancing 

o Interaction between Cuesta and LLN students 

• Work is not done: 

o Prove return on investment 

 General Budget 

 Release times 

o Direct marketing to students, parents, counselors 

o Seniors who have applied 

o Seniors who have not applied 

o All underclassmen 

o Track 

o Building relationships 

 Facebook 

 Email 

 Counseling students and staff 

 Phone-a-thon 

 Bridging gap/connecting the pieces 

 Not reinventing the wheel 

 Connecting our liaisons with Cuesta counselors 

o “Branding” Wear t-shirts at other Cuesta/ High School events 

Speakers 

• Maria – more time 

• Dean – Less time 

• Great 

• Younger 

• More female 
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GL Code Transaction Description Donation Amt Debit

Income
Donation 100.00
Counseling Dept 72.97
PG&E Grant 40.00
Foundation Grant 1,750.00
CTE 3,000.00
President's Grant 6,550.00
Well Fargo Grant 3,000.00
VP Student Services 1,000.00

15,512.97$    
Expenses
Marketing & Communication

Stamps for Edúcate  thank you notes 18.40
LLN Edúcate Programs 44.00
PG&E Grant Multicultural Guide-Spanish and English 40.00
LLN Save the Date Postcard 62.96
LLN Office Max-Name Tags 66.64
President's Grant Ink Spot-T shirts Edúcate Sí Se Puede 2,163.78
LLN Jamba Juice-Gift Cards/Prizes 100.00

Subtotal 2,495.78$        

Presenters & Entertainment
LLN Presenter gifts for Edúcate Conference 77.52
LLN Hotel Reimbursement-M. Ramirez/Presenter 99.94
LLN DJ Service for the Edúcate Conference 175.00
LLN Extended DJ services for the Edúcate 50.00

LLN
LLN Si Se Puede Conference  Mileage                
(M. Ramirez/Presenter)

199.67

Subtotal 602.13$           
Set Up & Décor
President's Grant Taylor Rental/ Party Plus (Stage) 91.47
President's Grant Taylor Rental/ Party Plus (Tables & Chairs) 2,439.74
LLN Walmart- Raffle Tickets 8.00

Amazon.com-Books for Centerpieces 599.36
Counseling Dept Certificates & Materials for flowers 72.97
LLN Dollar Tree-Balloons & Certificate Frames 116.10
LLN Vons-Fabric Spray for Table Cloths 7.98

Subtotal 3,335.62$        
Volunteer & P lanning Expenses
LLN Pan Dulce for Volunteers 24.00
LLN LLN Retreat planning of Edúcate 22.10
LLN LLN Retreat planning of Edúcate 44.18

LLN
Chubby Chandler/food items for volunteers 
setting up

218.08

Subtotal 308.36$           
Food & Drink
LLN/Pres/FDN Grant Fresca Foods LLC 3,442.00
LLN Walmart-Water 24.80
LLN Vons-Water 47.10
LLN Smart n Final-Trail Mix & Bars 224.72
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GL Code Transaction Description Donation Amt Debit

LLN Walmart-Water 46.44
LLN Albertsons-Water 12.40
LLN Albertsons-Water 24.35
LLN Food 4 Less-Party Mix for snacks 16.92

Subtotal 3,838.73$        
Transportation
CTE Lucia Mar School District Travel Reimbursement 458.00

CTE
Atascadero Unified School District 
Reimbursement

459.50

CTE
Paso Robles Unified School District 
Reimbursement

86.50

President's Grant Reservation of NCC Parking Lots for 3/22 60.00
Subtotal 1,064.00$        

Total Donations 15,512.97$    
Total Expenses 11,644.62$      
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