
English Accuplacer Review  
Thursday, February 7, 2013 
 

Attendees: 

Dennis Baeyen, Ryan Cartnal, Erin Lastreto, Sandee McLaughlin, Cande Muñoz, Pamela Ralston, 
Kathryn Zipperian 

 

Discussion: 

1) Review of Fall 2012 Accuplacer Pilot 
 

• During the Fall 2012 semester. A total of 6 sections from English 099, 156, and 201A 
were used from both the San Luis Obispo and North County Campuses. 

• As part of the pilot, students were asked several background questions including their 
highest level of high school English, their grade in that class, and their cumulative high 
school grade point average. They were also asked about the difficulty level of their 
current Cuesta College English course, ranging from very easy to very difficult. 

• Faculty from each of these pilot classes were required to submit mid-term grades for 
these students. Based on the data collected, the Department of Institutional Research 
and Assessment determined which background questions would best predict student 
success. These ultimately became the multiple measures that were combined with the 
student test scores to determine placement level. Cumulative High School GPA was 
determined to be the number one predictor of success from the student’s academic 
history. 

• Cut scores were then developed to place students into each of the English course levels. 
New rules were created in Accuplacer and put into effect on November 29, 2012 with 
the idea that the cut scores would be revalidated the following semester. 

 
 

2) Revalidation of Cut Scores 
 

• There was discussion regarding the higher percentage of students placing into English 
201A than in previous terms. To monitor the validity of the cut scores, it was proposed 
that we ask all faculty from English 156 and 201A classes to submit midterm grades for 
the Spring 2013 semester. 

• Kathryn Zipperian will send out an email to faculty requesting that mid-term grades be 
submitted by Monday, March 25.  

• Ryan Cartnal will create mid-term grade rosters and Erin Lastreto will create instructions 
to faculty and send out emails with individual rosters. 

• Of those students that are currently enrolled in classes and were placed based on an 
Accuplacer Assessment, Institutional Research will look at current success rates in 
courses and conduct a study to see if modification to cut scores is required.  

• We will monitor cut scores again based on final grades at the end of the Fall 2013 
semester. 
 



 
3) Content Validation 

 
• Content Validation will need to be conducted by reviewing the Student Learning 

Outcomes from the ACSK levels (036 & 050); English 099; and English 156 courses. These 
Student Learning Outcomes are the required prerequisite skills for the subsequent 
courses. 

• English faculty will rate the Accuplacer test questions from the Reading Comprehension 
and Sentence Skills portions by the degree to which the test questions assessed the 
prerequisite skills. This will be done on a scale of 1-5. A minimum of 2 faculty members 
should rate each course: English 099, English 156, and English 201A. 

• The deadline for completion of the content validation is Monday, March 25, 2013. Erin 
Lastreto distributed the content validation scoring packets and Kathryn Zipperian will 
distribute them to participating faculty. 

 


