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The multiple measures that are utilized to assist in the placement process are used to 
supplement the test score in useful and valuable ways. For example, students who have gained 
skills through employment or past academic experiences may have these taken into 
consideration prior to placement. Interviews, needs for special services, transcripts, aptitudes, 
computational skills, goals, career aspirations, study skills, work schedules may, as appropriate, 
be considered when placement decisions are made. 
 
Matriculation assessment should provide a holistic profile of student strengths and weaknesses 
based on a variety of informational sources (multiple measures). Additional information on 
multiple measures can be found in Appendix F. 
 
Placement Test Validation Process 
 

Assessment instruments used as part of the matriculation assessment process must be 
evaluated on a regular basis to ensure that instruments used for course placement have met 
established criteria for validity and reliability, and have been reviewed for cultural/linguistic 
insensitivity and bias, as well as disproportionate impact. The CCCCO Assessment Workgroup 
described in Chapter 1 of this handbook reviews submitted materials twice per year and 
determines the level of approval for the instrument in one of the following categories: 
 

Levels of Approval for Assessments 
Probationary Effective for two years from date of approval 
Provisional Effective for one year from date of approval 
Full Approval Effective for six years from the date any approval status is 

attained; Full approval status must be renewed every 6 years. 
 
 
The March 2001 CCC Assessment Standards document (provided in Appendix G) describes the 
studies which must be completed, documented, and submitted to the CCCCO in order for a 
college to receive approval for use of a locally-developed or managed instrument or a second-
party published instrument. For example, content-related validity evidence addresses the extent 
to which course prerequisite knowledge and skills are measured by the test for all courses into 
which the test is being used to place students. Additionally, colleges are required to validate the 
test’s cut scores to ensure that they are appropriate for the placement of students into the 
college's particular curriculum. 
 
Section 55524 of the Title 5 requires the Chancellor’s Office to establish a list of instruments 
approved for use in the California Community Colleges. The list of approved instruments is 
published on the Chancellor's Office’s Matriculation Program webpage at 
http://www.cccco.edu/ChancellorsOffice/Divisions/StudentServicesandSpecialPrograms/Matric
ulation/tabid/619/Default.aspx. The list is updated at the end of each test review period, 
January/February and June/July of each year. 
 


