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Jane Morgan, Ph.D., chairman of Social Sciences Division 
San Luis Obispo campus • (805) 546-3163 • jmorgan@cuesta.edu
Jane Morgan is a first-generation immigrant and is the first in her family to attend college. Born in England, she lived in 
Sweden and Belgium before moving to the United States with her parents. Morgan loves math and science and obtained a 
bachelor’s in mechanical engineering. After working in biomedical engineering for a few years and volunteering in a local 
high school with at-risk students, she became a teacher. She attended graduate school in Florida and completed advanced 
degrees in sociology with research conducted both in Mexico (about gender and politics) and in the United States with at-
risk immigrant students. She has a passion for teaching. Besides teaching at Cuesta College, she has taught at universities 
in Florida, California’s Central Valley and in Michoacán, Mexico. 

Glenda Moscoso, counselor 
North County campus • (805) 591-6200, ext. 4208 • gmoscoso@cuesta.edu
Glenda Moscoso is a strong believer in the power of education. Her passion is helping students succeed in their academic 
endeavors and student outreach – particularly to minority students. Her life experiences have contributed to her ability 
to understand and meet the needs of a diverse student population. Moscoso, born and raised in Guatemala, is a first-
generation, non-native English speaker who began her studies as an ESL student at the Adult Education school in Fullerton. 
She graduated from Cuesta College and earned a degree at Cal Poly. She had to overcome many obstacles and challenges. 
These include: language barriers, financial difficulties and finding a balance for her different life roles as mother, wife, 
student, employee and community volunteer. 

Margarita Ramirez-Morales, ESL outreach and retention specialist 
North County campus • (805) 591-6209 • mramirez@cuesta.edu
Margarita Ramirez-Morales was born in Zacatecas, Mexico, and has lived in Paso Robles ever since her arrival in the 
United States. Her parents were farmworkers, and as a child she worked harvesting walnuts and grapes. She boasts that 
she went from ESL – English as a Second Language – student to become a first-generation college graduate. She plans to 
continue her studies and become an academic counselor. She’s proud to use her background to assist others pursuing their 
educational goals. “A college education will make a great difference in your life,” she said. “It will help you accomplish 
many of your dreams, and it will enrich your life with many opportunities.”

Gary J. Rubin, J.D., executive dean of North County campus and South County Centers 
North County campus and South County Center • (805) 591-6220 • grubin@cuesta.edu
Gary J. Rubin grew up in Chicago, where he attended Catholic elementary and high schools. He became fluent in French 
after studying the language for four years in high school and traveling throughout French-speaking Quebec. However, from 
lack of use his skills have diminished. Dr. Rubin is a first-generation college student. His grandparents emigrated from Italy 
and Russia to the United States. He is a lawyer and has been a teacher. He and his wife raised four sons. At age 36, he 
became a re-entry student when he returned to college in pursuit of a California teaching credential. Rubin enjoys helping 
people achieve their educational goals, especially re-entry, immigrant and economically disadvantaged students.

Estella Vazquez, Outreach/Retention Specialist 
San Luis Obispo campus and South County Center • (805) 723-4535 • evazquez@cuesta.edu
Estella Vazquez was born in Guadalajara, Mexico, where she completed elementary school. In 1976, she and her family 
immigrated to Los Angeles In 1999, she began working at Cuesta College where she obtained an associate degree in 
general studies. She loves her role as the English as a Second Language outreach/retention specialist for Cuesta’s South 
County Center and San Luis Obispo campus. The program serves up to 750 students each semester. She is responsible 
for recruitment, enrollment and retention of ESL learners. She works closely with local schools, Latino businesses and 
community leaders to promote Cuesta’s ESL program. 

Gina Vriend, nursing counselor 
San Luis Obispo campus • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2137 • regina_vriend@cuesta.edu 
Gina Vriend is a counselor at Cuesta College’s San Luis Obispo campus where she works with students majoring in 
nursing, para-medicine and other Allied Health programs. The Santa Maria native attended Allan Hancock College before 
transferring to Cal Poly, where she majored in social science. Vriend worked as a counselor assistant at Hancock while 
completing her master’s in counseling in 1981. Her résumé includes social work and academic advising in Santa Maria, 
San Luis Obispo and Taos, N.M. The former student athlete played competitive tennis and now, the Los Angeles Laker-lover 
cheers on Cuesta and Cal Poly basketball. In her off hours, she loves reading fiction and hanging out with husband Kirk and 
her nephews. 

Lisa B. Wearda, associate director of Nursing and Allied Health 
San Luis Obispo campus • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2798 • lisa_wearda@cuesta.edu
Lisa Wearda is proud to have been raised in a bicultural family. This fact and being raised in a family of nine children are 
what most positively shaped her into the person she is. She strongly identifies with her Argentine heritage. She is grateful 
to her mother for nourishing her appreciation of Latino culture and for teaching her Spanish. Wearda feels fortunate to have 
lived in five countries before she started college, and she knows that these experiences have taught her to value, respect 
and embrace people’s differences. The thing she likes most about working at Cuesta College is being able to help students 
as they explore options that will open doors to endless possibilities. Cuesta is a place where people come to pursue their 
dreams through learning. 
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Janet Florez, counselor 
San Luis Obispo campus and South County Center • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2215  • jflorez@cuesta.edu
Janet Florez sees herself as an encourager and motivator of students, especially those who think they are not prepared for 
college. Florez is always willing to help a student in need. She attended Bakersfield College before transferring to San Diego 
State University where she earned a bachelor’s in psychology, an equivalent in Mexican American Studies and a master’s in 
counseling. By age 23 she was working as a college instructor. She was the first in her family to attend and graduate college 
and recently completed a second master’s that allows her to go into private practice as a marriage and family therapist 
working with the Latino community. Although she is a third generation U.S. citizen, she maintains her ability to speak 
Spanish. 

Sean Landers, technology trainer/user support 
San Luis Obispo campus  • (805) 546-3248 • slanders@cuesta.edu
Sean Landers was born in San Francisco and raised in the culturally diverse Bay Area before moving to the Central Coast at 
age 12. During summer vacations, Landers traveled widely, crammed in the way-back of the family station wagon or van, on 
treks to the 48 contiguous states – as well as Canada and Mexico. As an adult, he worked with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
interacting with dozens of Native American tribes. He experienced a cultural epiphany after visiting Japan nearly 25 years 
ago. He fell in love with the customs and lifestyle, as well as the Japanese language, which he has been studying ever since. 
Landers has two lifetime California teaching credentials and a bachelor’s in music. He has more than 30 years experience 
with computer technology.

Erin Lastreto, assessment coordinator 
San Luis Obispo campus • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2238 • erin_lastreto@cuesta.edu
Erin Lastreto loves traveling and experiencing new cultures. She studied in Madrid, Spain, in her junior year of college. 
That trip abroad changed everything: It influenced her decision to teach English in Chile, where she met her husband, and 
to complete a master’s in Spanish. With that background, Lastreto is committed to working with students. She has worked 
as a study abroad coordinator, and later came to Cuesta College, first in Admissions and Records and, now, Assessment 
Services. Her goal is to help students transition into college, knowing the challenges all students face when beginning 
something new in unknown territory. 

Diane “Dee” Limon, EOPS retention and recruitment specialist 
San Luis Obispo campus  • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2351 • dlimon@cuesta.edu
Diane “Dee” Limon is a recruitment/retention specialist with the Cuesta College Extended Opportunity Program and 
Services. She was raised in Santa Margarita and started her education at Cuesta. With the assistance of  EOPS, a state-
funded program that assists low-income students facing social, economic and educational disadvantages, and CARE, 
Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education, Limon obtained her associate degree from Cuesta in 1997. She transferred 
to Cal Poly and graduated in  2009 with a bachelor’s in interdisciplinary studies. As the first in her family to earn a college 
degree, she understands the challenges and struggles students face. Limon enjoys motivating and encouraging students to 
follow their own dreams of obtaining a college degree. 

Gabriela Lopez, student support site specialist 
North County Campus • (805) 591-6210 • gabriela_lopez2@cuesta.edu
Gabriela Lopez was raised in the Salinas Valley. Her grandparents were migrant farmworkers. She graduated from King 
City High School and attended the University of Southern California where she earned a bachelor’s degree in English and 
master’s in counseling. She remains committed to education, and works to enrich the community through the arts and 
culture. Lopez is a volunteer with Sol Treasures, Monterey County Dance Foundation, Girls Inc. of the Central Coast, Mission 
San Antonio de Padua, the Rotary International Youth Exchange Program and the Latina Leadership Network chapter at 
Cuesta College, where she serves as a student adviser. She enjoys helping students navigate the college system. Lopez is 
fluent in English and Spanish. 

Sandee McLaughlin, assistant superintendent/vice president of Student Services 
San Luis Obispo campus  • (805) 546-3116 • smclaugh@cuesta.edu
Sandee McLaughlin has a strong background in student advocacy that dates back to her days as financial aid director at 
Cuesta College. She was also named director of Extended Opportunity Program and Services, the state-funded program 
that assists low-income students facing social, economic and educational disadvantages. She served in this dual capacity 
for nearly a decade. In 1998, McLaughlin became executive dean of Cuesta’s North County campus and hired bilingual 
Spanish support staff. Since 2012, she has served as interim vice president of student services, where she also oversees 
the college’s South County Centers. Her greatest pleasure is working directly with students, whom she encourages to take 
advantage of her open-door policy.

Monica Perez Millard, Nursing and Allied Health RN 
San Luis Obispo campus  • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2425 • monica_millard@cuesta.edu
Monica Perez Millard was raised in East Los Angeles by a Guatemalan, Spanish-speaking, single, working mother. She was 
inspired to attend college during a field trip to UC Santa Barbara in her senior year of high school. She overcame financial 
hardships and family constraints to become a first-generation college graduate, earning a bachelor’s in biopsychology 
from UCSB. After volunteering at an Isla Vista medical clinic, she obtained her registered nursing license at Santa Barbara 
City College. She has worked as an RN for more than a dozen years. She works at Sierra Vista Regional Medical Center in 
San Luis Obispo and also as a clinical instructor for Cuesta College’s RN program. Millard hopes to inspire others who face 
similar challenges, and encourage Latino and at-risk students to pursue their educational dreams and goals. 

Ursula Bishop, student success specialist Nursing and Allied Health RN 
San Luis Obispo campus • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2579 • ursula_bishop@cuesta.edu
Irish-born Ursula Bishop recently became a U. S. citizen. She is a first-generation college student and was the first member 
of her family to earn an advanced degree. Bishop developed an interest in the health of low-income people after some early 
life experiences. She believes that increasing racial and ethnic diversity among health professionals improves health care 
access for everyone. Bishop has worked with students for 25 years. For nearly half of that time, she directed a program that 
assists individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds to become health professionals. Bishop encourages underrepresented 
students to seek careers in health care. She can offer advice on what it takes to successfully enter and graduate from a 
health career program. 

Petra Clayton, German language instructor 
San Luis Obispo campus  • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2549 • pclayton@cuesta.edu
Global education is the focus of German language instructor “Frau” Petra Clayton. Born and raised in Germany, Clayton 
came to California as a  20-year-old college student. For the past 25 years, she has taught German at Cuesta. Through her 
own immigrant experience and as first-generation college graduate, she is sensitive to cultural, linguistic and academic 
integration issues. She helps prepare her students for interacting with the global community as they travel, study, work or 
live abroad. Her students acquire communication skills and cultural knowledge of German-speaking countries in the political 
and historical context of Europe. She knows French, Latin and some Spanish. She supports all activities that connect people 
of all backgrounds for global understanding.

Martha Davis, financial aid clerk 
North County and San Luis Obispo campuses • (805) 591-6202 NCC, (805) 546-3143, ext. 2162
Martha Davis was born in the Mexican state of Michoacán. In the early 1980s, she immigrated to California where she 
attended South Gate High School south of Los Angeles before relocating to the Central Coast and attending Morro Bay 
and San Luis Obispo high schools. Davis is a first-generation college student who attended Cuesta College, College of the 
Redwoods and Los Medanos College. She has worked at Cuesta’s North County and San Luis Obispo campus since 2005, 
advising students about financial aid opportunities. She especially enjoys getting to know students and meeting people with 
such diverse backgrounds. Davis, has worked as an international operator and bill collector, speaks English and Spanish.

Anthony Gutierrez, Student Life and Leadership coordinator 
(805) 546-3100, ext. 2354 • agutierr@cuesta.edu
Anthony Gutierrez recently received a doctorate in educational leadership from UC Santa Barbara. He is the coordinator 
of Student Life and Leadership and a six-year Cuesta College employee. As head of Student Life and Leadership Office, he 
coordinates the Associated Students of Cuesta College – the student government organization – student activities, photo 
IDs, campus tours, the cultural center and more. Gutierrez encourages students to visit the Student Life and Leadership 
office (Building 5300 in the Student Center on the San Luis Obispo campus) and let him know how he can help you succeed 
at Cuesta. 

Tonya Hardiman, counselor, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
San Luis Obispo campus  • (805) 546-3171 • thardima@cuesta.edu
Tonya Hardiman is honored to assist students improve their lives through education. She began her studies at a community 
college taking academic classes in writing, reading and math before the more-advanced university-level coursework. 
Hardiman is a first-generation college student who overcame financial hardships and a learning disability in pursuit of a 
college degree. She credits hard work and the help of financial aid, Extended Opportunity Programs and Services, and 
Disabled Student Programs and Services. Hardiman has worked at Cuesta College since 1994, In the past 19 years she 
was worked as an academic and career counselor and now provides mental health counseling through the campus Health 
Center in addition to academic and career counseling in the Counseling Office. 

Matthew Green, Ph.D., Workforce Economic Development and Community Programs director 
San Luis Obispo campus • (805) 546-3100, ext. 2229 • mgreen@cuesta.edu
Matthew Green grew up in Nipomo where he attended Nipomo and Dana elementary schools and Arroyo Grande High. He studied 
Spanish in high school and for several years worked in the agricultural fields of Guadalupe – often the only English-speaker on a 
crew. He pursues his love of Spanish by listening to Spanish radio and maintaining friendships with co-workers from his days of 
field work. In college, he studied French and lived and worked in France for more than 15 years, teaching French language and 
culture as director of a college study-abroad program. He remains dedicated to helping all students achieve their educational 
goals, and he especially enjoys working with re-entry, immigrant and economically disadvantaged students.

The Latina Leadership Network was founded in 1987 to address the severe under representation of Latinas in California 
community colleges – as students, educators, staff, administrators and trustees. It brings together a diverse group of 
individuals who understand the need for promoting higher education and the professional development of Latinas, and 
who worked to overcome institutional and personal barriers impeding that development and success. Since its inception, 
the organization has encouraged the personal growth and educational success of Latinas through regional participation, 
statewide networking, policy formulation, and academic and professional conferences. 
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