
ANNUAL PROGRAM PLANNING WORKSHEET (APPW) 

Program:  Sociology Planning Year:  2013-2014    Last Year CPPR Completed:  2010-2011 
 
Unit:  Social Sciences Cluster:  Humanities Next Scheduled CPPR:  2015-2016 

NARRATIVE:  APPW  

Use the following narrative outline and be brief and concise:   

I. Program-Level Outcomes:  List the outcomes established for your program. 
 

1.  Students will demonstrate that they have the knowledge and skills required to succeed in the study of sociology. 
2.  Students will demonstrate critical thinking and perceptive reading skills. 
3.  Students will use their skills for sociological analysis. 

II. Program Progress towards Institutional Goals and Objectives:  Identify how your program, within the past year, has helped the 
district achieve its Institutional Goals and Objectives and provide data or evidence that demonstrates the progress.   
 

Institutional Goal 1: San Luis Obispo County Community College District will enhance its programs and services to 
promote students’ successful completion of transfer requirements, degrees, certificates, and courses. 

 
Institutional Objective 1.1: Increase the percentage of transfer-directed students who are transfer prepared by 2% 
annually. 

 
By offering courses that satisfy CSU General Education and/or UC IGETC requirements, the Sociology Department 
contributes to both the Cuesta College institutional goal of promoting students’ successful completion of transfer 
requirements and to the Cuesta College institutional objective of increasing annually the percentage of transfer-
directed students who are transfer prepared. Of the students who enroll in sociology courses at Cuesta College, 
58.3% identify themselves as transfer-directed. In Spring 2012, the Associate in Arts for Transfer Degree in 



Sociology became available to students at Cuesta College, helping the college achieve its goal of promoting students’ 
successful completion of transfer degrees. 

 
Institutional Goal 2: San Luis Obispo County Community College District will build a sustainable base of enrollment by 
effectively responding to the needs of its local service area. 
 
Institutional Objective 2.1: Increase the capture rate of the local 24-40 age cohort by 2% annually. 

 
The Sociology Department contributes to the college’s attainment of Institutional Objective 2.1 by drawing students 
in the specified age cohort. In the past four academic years, students in the 25-39 age cohort constituted an average 
11.9% of the students enrolled in sociology courses annually. 

 
Institutional Learning Outcomes 
 
By virtue of both the general nature of sociology as a discipline and also the specific program learning outcomes (PLOs) 
specified above, the Sociology Department supports the following Cuesta College Institutional Learning Outcomes: 
 

ILO Categories Representative Outcomes—Students achieving 
these outcomes will be able to… 

SOC PLOs 

2. Critical 
Thinking and 
Communication 
 

a. Analyze and evaluate their own thinking processes 
and those of others 

2, 3 

b. Communicate and interpret complex information in a 
clear, ethical, and logical manner 

2, 3 

3. Scientific and 
Environmental 
Understanding 

a. Draw conclusions based on the scientific method, 
computations or experimental and observational 
evidence. 

1, 3 

4. Social, 
Historical, and 
Global 
Knowledge and 

a. Analyze, evaluate, and pursue their opportunities and 
obligations as citizens in a complex world 

3 

b. Demonstrate understanding of world traditions and 
the interrelationship between diverse groups and 

1, 3 



Engagement cultures 

 

III. Program Progress towards Program-Level Objectives:  Identify the progress that your program has made, within the past year, 
towards achieving program-specific objectives that were identified in your program’s most recent Comprehensive Program 
Planning and Review document and provide data or evidence that demonstrates the progress. 
 

The following program goals were established in the most recent Comprehensive Program Planning and Review: 
 

1. Develop a sociological understanding of the community and world in which we live. By studying sociology, students 
will develop a better understanding of their community, nation, and world. 
 

Progress: Student learning outcomes self-assessment data discussed in the attached CPAS documents show 
that most students that take a sociology course are developing a sociological understanding of the community 
and world in which we live. For example, on the student self-assessments that were administered Spring 2012 
to a Sociology 206 section, 100 percent responded “fairly well” or “very well” to the statement: “I am able to 
describe the factors that have created and sustain race and ethnic stratification in the United States.” 
Continuing work on student learning outcomes and assessment should provide evidence that demonstrates 
improvement with respect to this objective.  

 
2. Provide courses appropriate for the General Education curriculum. Courses in the Sociology Program fulfill 
requirements for the Associate Degree, CSU General Education, and Intersegmental General Education Transfer 
Curriculum (IGETC).  
 
The following courses fulfill the general education and graduation requirements for the Associate Degree, Category B, 
Social and Behavioral Studies: 
 

Sociology 201A, 201B, 206, 208 (Sociology 206 and 208 also fulfill the Diversity Requirement) 
 
The following courses fulfill the CSU General Education Requirements: 
 



in Area D, Social Sciences: Sociology 201A, 201B, 202, 204, 206 (added to this area since the last comprehensive 
review), 208 

in Area E, Lifelong Learning and Self-development: Sociology 206 
  
The following courses fulfill the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC), Area 4, Social and 
Behavioral Sciences: 
 

Sociology 201A, 201B, 202, 204, 206, 208 
 

Progress: We continue to provide courses appropriate for the General Education curriculum. Data in Section IV 
detail the courses taught during the 2011-2012 academic year. Multiple sections of Sociology 201A were offered 
every semester. Sociology 208 was offered in the Fall and Spring semesters. Sociology 202 was offered in the Fall 
semester. Sociology 206 was offered in the Spring semester. Sociology 201B and 204 were not offered in the 
2011-2012 academic year. 

 
3. Prepare students to major in sociology at four-year institutions. The Sociology Program currently has an Associate 
of Arts Degree in Sociology that is designed to prepare students to major in sociology at four-year institutions. The 
program consists of courses that fulfill lower-division requirements and provides the foundation for upper-division 
coursework leading to a bachelor’s degree in sociology. A new sociology major is being developed this semester that 
will fulfill the requirements of SB 1440. 
 

Progress: The Associate in Arts for Transfer Degree in Sociology was first offered in Spring 2012. One student 
completed the degree in the 2011-2012 school year. 

 

IV. Institutional Measurements/Data:  Analyze the institutional, program and site specific measurements (data and evidence) that 
are most relevant to your current program status. 
 
In the last four academic years (2008-2009 to 2011-2012): 

 



• The Sociology Department has offered an average number of 31.25 sections per academic year. Most sections have a 
cap of 40 students. Also, large lecture classes with maximum enrollments of 110 students are offered in the fall and 
spring semesters. 

• The Sociology Department has enrolled an average number of 1408 students per academic year. 
• Sociology courses have filled at an average rate of 94.65% annually. 
• Retention in sociology courses has averaged 83.87% annually. This is on par with the annual average retention rates 

of other disciplines within the Social Sciences, for example, Psychology (84.62%) and Philosophy (82.92%). 

• The success rate in sociology courses has averaged 65.4% annually. This is on par with the annual average success 
rates of other disciplines within the Social Sciences, for example, Psychology (64.27%) and Philosophy (65.57%). 

• The number of FTES in sociology courses has averaged 142 per year. This is similar to Philosophy (147) and lower 
than Psychology (189). 

• The number of FTEF in sociology has averaged 6.2 per year. 
• The Sociology Department’s FTES/FTEF ratio has averaged 22.96 annually. This is above the ratios in Psychology 

(22.19) and Philosophy (18.07), and is significantly above the CCCCO target ratio of 17.5.  
• Students taking sociology courses who identify transfer to a four-year university as their educational goal (with or 

without an AA degree) averaged 56.85% annually. 
• Students taking sociology courses who qualify as academically disadvantaged averaged 27.6% annually.  

 
The data summarized above indicate that sociology courses are popular, that they retain a high percentage of the students who 
enroll in them, and that the majority of those retained students complete their sociology courses successfully. The ongoing 
assessment of program-level and course-level student learning outcomes will increase program quality. The availability of the 
AA-T degree in sociology since Spring 2012 may contribute to the growth of the program. Given the advantage that a discipline-
specific AA-T degree affords students intending to transfer to the CSU, prospective sociology majors may take a greater interest 
in the Cuesta College Sociology Department. 
 

V. Program Outcomes Assessment and Improvements:     
• Attach an assessment cycle calendar for your program.  (See attached) 



• Summarize recent assessment efforts and assessment methods within the program (You may attach recent program-level 
CPAS in lieu of this narrative).  (See attached) 

• Briefly summarize program improvements or changes that have been implemented since the last APPW or CPPR.  (You may 
attach recent program-level CPAS in lieu of this narrative).  (See attached) 

• Identify and describe any budget requests that are related to student learning outcomes assessment results or 
institutional/programmatic objectives. (See also the Social Sciences Unit Plan for 2013-2014) 
 

VI. Program Development/Forecasting for the next academic year: 
Create a short narrative describing the following development forecasting elements, indicating how they support efforts to 
achieve program outcomes and/or institutional goals and objectives (where applicable): 
• New or modified action steps for achieving Institutional Goals and Objectives 
• New or modified action steps for achieving program outcomes 
• Anticipated changes in curriculum and scheduling 
• Levels or delivery of support services 
• Facilities changes 
• Staffing projections 
• Strategies for responding to the predicted budget and FTES target for the next academic year 

 
Action steps for achieving program outcomes are discussed in the program CPAS that is attached. With respect to anticipated 
changes in scheduling and strategies for responding to the predicted budget and FTES target, the number of courses offered 
in Fall 2013 have been reduced given the trend toward lower enrollments. With respect to facilities changes, the 6300 
classrooms all need carpets and paint, the 6300 building needs a more reliable HVAC system, and podiums in the 6300 
classrooms are old and need to be replaced. With respect to staffing projections, there are no anticipated changes.  
 

  



Sociology Program Assessment Cycle Calendar                                         

CYCLE STAGE Spring 
2010 Fall 2011 Spring 

2012 
Fall 2012 Spring 

2013 Fall 2013 Spring 
2014 Fall 2014 

SLO Assessment 
SOC 201A 
SOC 208 
Program 

SOC 202 
SOC 206 
 

SOC 204 
 

 
   

Analyze Results & 
Plan 
Improvements 

 
SOC 201A 
SOC 208 
Program 

SOC 202 SOC 206 
SOC 201A 
Program 

SOC 204 
SOC 208  

SOC 201A 
Program 
 

 

Plan 
Implementation   

SOC 201A 
SOC 208 
Program 

SOC 202 
 

SOC 206 
SOC 201A 
Program 

SOC 204 
SOC 208  SOC 201A 

Program 

Post-
Implementation 
SLO Assessment 

  
SOC 201A 
Program 

SOC 208 
 

 
 

SOC 202 
SOC 201A 
Program 

SOC 206 
SOC 208 SOC 204 

 
Notes: 

• Calendar assumes that SOC 204 is taught in the fall every two years 

• Calendar assumes that SOC 202 is taught every year in the fall 

• Calendar assumes that SOC 206 is taught every year in the spring 

• SOC 201B is offered infrequently and therefore is not included 

 
  



Course or Program Assessment Summary    

Division:     Social Sciences Program: Sociology     Courses in Program:  Soc 201A, 201B, 202, 204, 206, 208    Date:  
5/20/12 (minor revision 10/11/12)     
Faculty involved with the assessment and analysis: Jane Morgan, Ph.D. 

Course to program outcome mapping document** is completed  Yes__X___  No______    
  

1 Student Learning Outcome 
Statements  
X  Program 
□ Course 

1.  Students will demonstrate that they have the knowledge and skills required to succeed in the study of sociology. 
2.  Students will demonstrate critical thinking and perceptive reading skills. 
3.  Students will use their skills for sociological analysis. 

2 Assessment Methods Plan 
(attach any assessment 
instruments, scoring rubrics, 
SLO mapping diagrams) 

The Sociology Program has adopted a survey-based assessment for student learning outcomes (SLOs) for all 
Program and course SLOs that uses an instrument (on file in G:/Sociology) that is administered at the end of the 
course (The two exceptions to this are Soc201B and Soc204 which were assessed utilizing a direct method). In 
several courses, the Program SLOs are assessed together with the course-specific SLOs by including the Program 
SLOs as the first SLOs to be rated on the survey forms.  

3 Assessment Administration 
Plan  
(date(s), sample size and 
selection of course sections, 
scoring procedures, etc.) 

Assessments occurred in multiple sections of Soc 201A Introduction to Sociology at the San Luis Obispo campus 
with 145 students completing the assessment in the Fall 2010 and 99 students completing the assessment in the 
Spring 2012. Assessment of Soc 202 Social Problems at the San Luis Obispo campus with 22 students was 
completed in the Fall 2011; assessment of Soc 206 Race and Ethnicity at the San Luis Obispo campus with 18 
students was completed in the Spring 2012 semester; assessment of Soc 208 Introduction to Women’s Studies at 
the San Luis Obispo campus with 28 students each was completed in the Spring 2010 semester. The data has 
been scored and statistically analyzed for each course section and for aggregated data from multiple sections of 
Introduction to Sociology.  Soc 201B and Soc 204 were assessed directly utilizing exam questions, project 
components, and student papers. 

4 Assessment Results 
Summary (attach any 
Data/Statistical Reports) 
 

Statistical summaries for each section and aggregated data are on file in G:/Sociology. The Program and course 
SLO assessments showed generally high levels of student achievement across all SLOs. 
 

5 Discussion of Assessment 
Procedure and Results, and 
Effectiveness of Previous 
Improvement Plans  

The generally high levels of student achievement across all SLOs indicate that the courses successfully prepare 
students for advanced coursework in sociology.  

6 Recommended Changes & Faculty should continue to list SLOs on the syllabi and discuss them with their students. Additional consideration of 



Plans for Implementation of 
Improvements 
 

the Program and course SLOs should be made when creating new assignments, exams and other course 
materials in order to focus student learning on the various SLOs that have been identified for the course and 
Program. 

7 Description or evidence of 
dialog among course or 
program-level faculty about 
assessment plan and results  

 The full-time Sociology Program faculty has met on multiple occasions to discuss the results of the assessment 
cycle and to decide on a plan for continuing improvement of course and Program SLOs. The Program and course 
SLOs, assessment cycle and plans for improvement have also been discussed with the part-time instructors, who 
have been encouraged to conduct assessments and incorporate the improvement plan in their courses when 
possible.   
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