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I. Program-Level Outcomes:   
           Upon completion of the Criminal Justice Program, students will be able to: 

1. Identify the objectives and components of the criminal justice system 
2. Describe the application of criminal laws in California. 
3. Describe the application of the rules of criminal procedure and evidence in the 

administration of justice. 
4. Identify ethical and multicultural issues related to the criminal justice system. 
5. Understand and apply the basic principles of a criminal investigation.   
6. State the procedures which ensure effective police operations.  
7. Identify the objectives and components of the correctional system including types of 

post release supervision. 
8. Author a complete and accurate investigative report. 

   

II. Program Progress towards Institutional Goals and Objectives:   

The Criminal Justice Program  (“Program”): meets the following Institutional Goals and 
Objectives: 

1.   San Luis Obispo County Community College District will enhance its programs and 
services to promote students’ successful completion of transfer requirements, 
degrees, certificates, and courses.  

 
In the past year, the Criminal justice Program has been enhanced to promote students’ 
successful completion of transfer requirements and attainment of a criminal justice degree.   

In this regard, an Associate’s Degree in Science in Administration of Justice for Transfer 
was approved by the Curriculum Committee. In July of 2012, it was sent to the 
Chancellor’s Office for approval.  It is still awaiting action by the Chancellor’s Office.  The 
proposed degree meets the requirements of SB 1440 for Associate Degrees for Transfer.  
This degree is designed to facilitate transfer to a California State University (CSU) campus. 
 Specifically, if a student completes an “associate degree for transfer”, the CSU 
guarantees admission with junior status and grants a student priority admission to his or 
her local CSU campus and to a program or major that is similar to his or her community 
college major or area of emphasis, as determined by the CSU campus to which the 
students is admitted.  
 



 
In addition, the Criminal justice Program has been enhanced to promote students’ successful 

completion of the CJ210 Principles of Investigation Course.  Lab equipment has been 
purchased with Perkins Grant money and is being assembled into a laboratory style 
classroom for use in the Fall 2013 semester.  A lab setting will facilitate student learning 
and completion of the course by increasing feasibility of engaging in hands on activities 
during class.  For example, students will engage in fingerprinting lifting activities that 
would not be feasible in a regular classroom setting.   

 
2. San Luis Obispo County Community College District will build a sustainable base of 
enrollment by effectively responding to the needs of its local service area.  
 

The Criminal justice Program has effectively responded to the needs of its local service area 

by adding an Introduction to Corrections course to the curriculum.  The Criminal Justice 
Advisory Committee expressed their desire to see an Introduction to Corrections course 
added to the degree pattern.  With the passage of the Criminal Justice Realignment 
Legislation, the corrections component of the criminal justice system has changed 
dramatically and needed more attention in the curriculum.  The Committee also agreed 
that the Juvenile Justice Procedures Course was not necessary as a stand-alone course.  
The degree pattern has been modified accordingly to remove the Juvenile Justice course 
from the degree pattern and add the Introduction to Corrections Course. 

 

 
3. San Luis Obispo County Community College District will assess and improve the 
quality and effectiveness of its participatory governance and decision-making 
structures and processes.  
 
The lead instructor of the criminal justice program has sought to improve the quality and 
effectiveness of its participatory governance and decision-making structures and processes 
by being elected a Senator to serve in the Academic Senate.  Participatory governance is 
one of the core functions of the academic senate.   
 
The lead instructor also joined the senate task force to revise the program discontinuance 
and revitalization policy.  The task force will endeavor to improve the process that will be 
used by the District in assessment of programs.  It is hoped that the new policy will include a 
comprehensive, inclusive and data driven approach to decision making. 
 

 
4. San Luis Obispo County Community College District will implement, assess, and 
improve its integrated planning processes.  
 
The Criminal Justice Program is involved in the implementation of the integrated planning 
model by conducting assessments of program needs and outcomes and reporting them in 
the APPW.  The integrated plan relies on program level assessments to inform decision 
making. 



 

5. San Luis Obispo County Community College District will strengthen its partnerships 
with local educational institutions, civic organizations, businesses, and industries.  
 

The Criminal Justice Program strengthens its partnerships with local educational institutions, 

civic organizations, businesses, and industries by virtue of the following activities by the 
criminal justice instructors: promotion of an internship opportunity with the San Luis 
Obispo County Probation Department, membership on San Luis Obispo County Mock Trial 
Program Executive Board, membership in the San Luis Obispo County Bar Association, 
membership in the Women Lawyers Association,  continued participation in community 
and student outreach events, close contacts with law enforcement and criminal justice 
instructors working in law enforcement.  In addition, the Criminal justice Program is 
represented at community functions including SLO County Bar Meetings, Women’s Bar 
Association Meetings, SLO County Law Night, Tech Fair, and local high school career days.   
 
The Criminal Justice Program Advisory Committee also facilitates a strong bond with local 
criminal justice agencies.  The Committee consists of industry representatives from local 
law enforcement, corrections, probation, and county behavioral health.  These individuals 
provide advice and insight on how the program can best serve the needs of the criminal 
justice system.  In addition, they are active in reviewing and providing suggestions to 
improve curriculum.   

 

III. Program Progress towards Program-Level Objectives:   

The most recent Program Review was conducted in 2006-2007 prior to this writer’s 
employment at Cuesta.  At that time a part-time instructor was the “lead attorney” and the 
Program review articulated the following as “Future Goals”:  

“Provided the program can be managed future areas of expansion include articulation to 4 
year criminal justice programs, Homeland Security, Industrial Security, Crime Scene 
Investigation (CSI), Criminal Profiling, and Incident Command Systems of the FEMA response 
structure, as well as communications and security equipment operations.”   

Progress toward achieving some of these “Future Goals” has been made.  Articulation 
agreements were made over the past five years with many of the California State 
Universities with criminal justice programs.  Perhaps more significantly, the Administration 
of Justice for Transfer Degree is awaiting approval by the Chancellor’s Office.   The 
necessary paperwork was submitted in July of 2012 and just this week the Chancellor’s 
Office completed its initial review.  Evidently, it was mishandled when a change over in 
computer systems was made at the Chancellor’s Office. 

Homeland security issues have been incorporated into the curriculum in the Introduction to 
Criminal justice and Principles of Investigation Courses.   

Criminal Profiling, and Incident Command Systems of the FEMA response structure are not 



areas that are covered nor should the Program be expanded to include those areas at this 
time.  These are highly specialized areas that would require additional courses that do not 
fit with the envisioned smaller footprint of Cuesta College.  They also would not serve the 
local service area as these activities are conducted, for the most part, at  federal not state 
or local law enforcement agencies. 

The crime scene investigation expansion goal is being addressed with the creation of the 
Criminal Justice Evidence Lab.  Approximately $10,000 worth of equipment has been 
purchased, received, and is being assembled for use in the Fall of 2013.   

In addition, the following activities have enhanced the Criminal Justice Program: 

 Text books were updated on curricunet. 

 Program SLO’s were assessed. 

 Every course level SLO has been assessed. 

 The Introduction to Corrections Course was substituted for the Juvenile 
procedures Course in the degree pattern. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IV. Institutional Measurements/Data:   

 
As can be seen from the chart above, the overall fill rate for courses across campuses has been 
over 94% for the past three years.  North County has seen a marked improvement from the 
2008-2009 year, which was only 78%, to the years 2009, 2010, and 2011, which all exceeded 93 
%.  The fill rates on the San Luis Obispo Campus has also seen a marked improvement from the 
2008-2009 year, which was only 79%, to 2009, 2010, and 2011 years which ranged from 97% to 
102%.  In the South County, the fill rates have been ranging from 70% to 75% for the past three 
years. 

 
The strong numbers do not support any modifications to the Program in North County and San 
Luis Obispo.  The numbers in the South County may warrant discontinuing criminal justice 
offerings on that campus.  Currently, only one night class is offered there per semester so 
students in the South County may be choosing to go to Allan Hancock’s program, which is 
equally convenient geographically and offers many criminal justice courses. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



  
 As can be seen from the chart above, the Criminal Justice Program has grown significantly in 
the last four years.  Even in the 2010-2011 year when enrollments were down generally, the CJ 
program was 30% larger then in 2008-2009.  This indicates that the current program robust and 



successful program.

 
The efficiency of the Criminal Justice Program has also improved in the past four years.  Class 

caps are set at 40 for all courses except the Investigative Report Writing course.  Because the fill 

rates have been high, FTES/FTEF ratio has increased from 13.95 for all campuses to 20.14 in 

2011-2012.    A target ratio proposed by the chancellor’s office is roughly 17.5 FTES/FTEF.  Once 

again South County numbers are much lower with an FTES/FTEF of 14.50.  Continued offerings 

at the South County campus may not be fiscally sound.  



  

 

As can be seen from the charts above, the retention rate for students in the Criminal Justice 
Program varies somewhat by campus.  Overall, the retention rate is strong with an average of 
over  91% retention rate over the past four years. The San Luis Obispo campus retention rates 



have exceeded 91 % for the past three years.    In South County, the retention rates range from 
a low of 79.6% to a high of 86%. In North County, the retention ranges between 85% and 93%.   
 

Student success rates over the past four years in San Luis Obispo average76% and in the North 
County the average is 75%.  South County trails way behind in this area, as well.  Their average 
student success rate over the last four years is 53.4% 

V. Program Assessments and Improvements:   
 

 Criminal Justice Department Program Assessment Calendar 
 

Cycle Stage Fall 
2009 

Spring 
2010 

Fall 
2010 

Spring 2011 Fall 
2011 

Spring 
2012 

Fall 
2012 

SLO Assessment 
 

CJ 
202, 
204, 
& 
206 

CJ208 CJ210   CJ213 & 224 CJ 202, 
204, 
& 
206 

CJ208 
& 226 

 CJ210 
&228 

Analyze Results & 
Develop Plan 
Improvements 

 CJ202, 
204 & 
206 

CJ208 CJ210  CJ213 
& 
224 

CJ202, 
204 
& 
206 

CJ208 
& 
226 

Plan 
Implementation 

  CJ202, 
204 
& 
206 

CJ208 CJ210  CJ 213 
& 
224 

CJ202, 
204 & 
206 

 

Cycle Stage Spring 
2013 

Fall 
2013 

Spring 
2014 

Fall 
2014 

Spring 
2015 

Fall 
2015 

 

SLO Assessment CJ213 & 
224 

202,204 
& 

206 

CJ208 & 
226 

CJ210  
&228 

CJ213 
& 
224 

  

Analyze Results & 
Develop Plan 
Improvements 

CJ210  & 
228 

CJ213 
& 
224 

202,204 & 
206 

CJ208 
&226 

CJ210  
&228 

CJ213 
& 224 

 

Plan 
Implementation 

CJ208 
& 226 

CJ210 
& 
228 

CJ213 & 224 202,204 
& 

206 

CJ208 
&226 

CJ210  
&228 

CJ213 
& 224 

 

 
 
 



 
 Course or Program Assessment Summary   (CPAS) 

Division:     Engineering/Tech Program:      Criminal justice  Date:      May 9, 2012 
  v. 3 2012 

Courses in program, or course:  Criminal Justice Spring 2012 

Faculty involved with the assessment and analysis:   Stacy Millich, John Means, Brett Allen, Dave 
Sanchez, Vern Haynes, Dennis Hegwood 
Course-to-program outcome mapping document** is completed.  Yes__X___ 
 No______     

1 Student Learning 
Outcome 
Statements  

X Program 

□ Course 

1. Identify the objectives and components of the criminal 
justice system. 

2. Describe the application of criminal laws in California. 
3. Describe the application of the rules of criminal procedure 

and evidence in the administration of justice. 
4. Identify ethical and multicultural issues related to the 

criminal justice system. 
5. Understand and apply the basic principles of a criminal 

investigation.   
6. State the procedures which ensure effective police 

operations.  
7. Identify the objectives and components of the correctional 

system including types of post release supervision. 
8.  Author a complete and accurate investigative report 

2 Assessment 
Methods Plan 
(identify 
assessment 
instruments, 
scoring rubrics, SLO 
mapping diagrams) 

Student self assessment survey 

3 Assessment 
Administration 
Plan (date(s), 
sample size or 
selection of course 
sections, scoring 
procedures, etc.) 

In the Spring 2012 semester, the lead criminal justice instructor 
obtained the names of all students graduating with an AA degree in 
criminal justice from the Office of Admissions and Records during the 
2011-2012 academic year.  There were 15 students on the list.   The 
first week in May 2012, those students were sent a request via email 
(and a follow up phone message) to fill out a zoomerang survey that 
assessed Program SLO’s.   

4 Assessment Results 
Summary 
(summarize Data) 

11 students participated in the survey.  82% of the students surveyed 
reported that they “agreed” with outcomes 1-6.  70% of students 
“agreed” with outcome 7 and 50% of students agreed with outcome 
8. 



 

5 Discussion of 
Assessment 
Procedure and 
Results, and 
Effectiveness of 
Previous 
Improvement Plans  

The results are satisfactory for outcomes 1-6.   

For outcome number 7, it is not surprising that students did not 
report that the objective is met because they were not required (per 
the old degree pattern) to take the Introduction to Corrections 
course.  Now that the Introduction to Corrections course is required, 
that number should increase.   

As for outcome No. 8, it is tied to the Investigative Report Writing 
class, which was also not required of students until the Spring 2012 
semester catalog.  In the survey, students were directed not to 
answer the question unless they had taken the course, which resulted 
in 4 responses instead of 11.  If in fact those four students took the 
class, only half agreed the outcome was met.  This could be 
attributable to this being the first time the course has been taught.  
No changes to curriculum should be implemented based solely on the 
opinions of 2 students.  However, this should be monitored closely to 
make sure changes do not need to be made. 

 

6 Recommended 
Changes & Plans 
for Implementation 
of Improvements 

No changes at this time but a close eye will be kept on the report 
writing class. 

7 Description or 
evidence of dialog 
among course or 
program-level 
faculty about 
assessment plan 
and results  

The lead instructor disseminated the survey analysis to all part-time 
criminal justice instructors.  She will then contact part-time faculty to 
discuss results and obtain input, observations and suggestions 
regarding program improvement areas.  In addition, this subject will 
be a standing topic at the annual criminal justice instructors meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Budget Requests 
 

An ongoing lexis/nexis subscription is critical to the successful operation of the criminal justice 
program.   The cost of the subscription is approximately $1500 per year.  Lexis is an online 
research tool that provides access to statutory and case law.  It also enables the instructors to 
search for law by key words and ensure that case law has not been overruled or modified.  The 
development and modification of substantive and procedural criminal law is a dynamic area 
that requires access to up to date court opinions and statutes. The courts are constantly 
deciding issues of law that impact the functioning of the criminal justice system.  For example, 
4th Amendment jurisprudence is evolving as the courts struggle to keep up with protecting 
privacy rights with so many new technologies.  In addition, the passage of the Criminal Justice 
Realignment legislation, made a Lexis/Nexis Access becomes even more critical.  The Legislation 
made broad and sweeping changes to the criminal laws that have been and will continue to be 
the subject of judicial challenge. Funding this subscription, directly facilitates attainment of 
Student Learning Outcomes in the Criminal Law, Evidence and Criminal Procedure classes as 
students cannot be expected to determine whether a criminal violation has occurred or 
whether actions are constitutional if the instructor is not up to date on teaching them those 
laws and rules.  It also supports attainment of the following Program Student Learning 
Outcomes: (1) Describe the application of criminal laws in California and (2) Describe the 
application of the rules of criminal procedure and evidence in the administration of justice.  
This subscription also serves to Institutional Goal No. 1 as the Criminal justice Program is 
enhanced by having timely and accurate interpretation of criminal laws.  In addition, the cases 
that are accessed on lexis are analyzed by students to facilitate their understanding of the laws 
and the rationale of the courts in interpreting laws.   
 
Replacement of stale instructional DVD’s  with  new instructional DVD’s is also necessary.  
These materials support attainment of all Program Student Learning Outcomes because they 
ensure that the information students are receiving is current and of interest to the students.  
For example, one of the program SLO Outcomes is for students to be able to “Describe the 
application of the rules of criminal procedure and evidence in the administration of justice.”  
The purchase of a new DVD that details the circumstantial evidence used by the prosecution in 
the Casey Lee Anthony Trial is a phenomenal instructional tool.  The students are interested 
and engaged because the case is recent (unlike OJ) and the prosecution relied entirely on 
circumstantial evidence.  In the Legal Aspect of Evidence Class, dissection of the evidence used, 
which includes but is not limited to, examining the legal basis for admissibility (i.e. character 
evidence), examining the reliability of scientific evidence (i.e. dead body smell in the trunk) and 
the prejudicial impact of the evidence used is sound pedagogy.  Acquisition of instructional 
DVDs also serves Institutional Goal No. 1 as the Criminal Justice Program is enhanced by having 
interesting and timely multi-media materials to demonstrate key concepts.   
 
 
 
 



Acquisition of Smart boards and clicker technology are also highly desirable.  These 
technologies would enhance students learning by enabling instructors to make notes on the 
Smart Boards, highlight content, click through to various applications and also print out content 
to hand to the students. This would support attainment of all Program and Course level Student 
Learning Outcomes as it is an alternate medium to convey information and challenge students.  
Acquisition of smart board and clicker technology also serves Institutional Goal No. 1 as the 
Criminal Justice Program is enhanced by having multi-media technology available to 
demonstrate key concepts.  The addition of clicker technology in the classroom would also 
facilitate assessment of student learning on an ongoing basis.   This would support attainment 
of all Program and Course level Student Learning Outcomes.  The instructors would be able to 
instantly assess comprehension of concepts in the classroom setting.  Acquisition of clicker 
technology also serves Institutional Goal No. 1 as the Criminal Justice Program is enhanced by 
student learning outcome assessment tools. 
 
During these fiscal times where the College is contracting not expanding, additional full-time 
criminal justice faculty is not imperative.  The course offerings can be covered by the lead 
instructor and part-time faculty.  If the College moves back into growth mode, addition of a 
second full-time instructor serves Institutional Goal No. 1 as the Criminal justice Program is 
enhanced by having full time faculty teaching the curriculum.  It would also serve Institutional 
Goal No. 2 and 5 as it would free up time for the lead instructor to conduct outreach to local 
students and increase enrollment, particularly in the South County and interface with the law 
enforcement community.   
 
Professional Development funding is also being requested.  The Criminal Justice Advisory 
Committee has suggested that students should be learning about technology based crimes 
because it is a rapidly expanding area of law enforcement.  The lead instructor needs training in 
these types of crimes to effectively teach this new and growing area to students. This training 
will support attainment of course student learning outcomes related to identifying crimes, 
evidence and investigations.  In addition, attendance at the annual CAAJE conference can be 
funded with grant money available from the State of California.  This conference provides 
instructors with the opportunity to interact with and collaborate with other criminal justice 
educators.  Information and materials could then be shared with the part-time instructors.  
Attendance at these conferences for criminal justice educators is beneficial to developing 
program and curriculum. This training supports attainment of all Program Student Learning 
Outcomes and Institutional Goal No.1 by improving and enhancing the Criminal Justice Program 
with innovative curriculum ideas. 
 
The criminal justice web page design is antiquated, inaccurate and unappealing to students.  It 
needs to be updated to reflect accurate information and make the Program appear more 
contemporary.   Updating the website will further Institutional Goal Number 2 by helping to 
sustain the enrollment of local students in the criminal justice program.  
 

 
 



VI. Program Development/Forecasting for the next academic year: 
 
The Criminal Justice Program will continue to endeavor to meet Institutional Goal No. 5 and 
strengthen its partnerships with local educational institutions, civic organizations, businesses, and 

industries by promoting the Program within the local community by virtue of the following 
activities: promotion of an internship opportunity with the San Luis Obispo County Probation 
Department, membership on San Luis Obispo County Mock Trial Program Executive Board, 
membership in the San Luis Obispo County Bar Association, membership in the Women 
Lawyers Association,  maintenance of a relevant and active advisory committee and 
maintenance of close contacts with law enforcement and corrections agencies. 
 
 The Criminal Justice Program will continue to endeavor to meet Institutional Goal No.3 by 
continuing to build a sustainable base of enrollment by effectively responding to the needs of its 
local service area.  The Criminal Justice Program responds to suggestions of the Advisory Committee 
to ensure that needs of our local service area are met.  The addition of the Introduction to 
Corrections class and the Investigative Report Writing Class to the degree pattern are directly 

attributable to Advisory Committee Feedback.  Building enrollment is facilitated by the outreach 
activities that are conducted at local high schools. In the last year, the lead instructor attended 
outreach activities at San Luis Obispo High school, Arroyo Grande High school and the Grizzly 
Academy.   The Criminal Justice Program has almost twice as many students enrolling criminal 
justices courses as it did five years ago.  It is believed that the reputation of the Program in the 
community continues to improve. 
 
The Program Outcomes action steps will focus on assessment of the two new courses, 
Introduction to Correction and Investigate Report Writing.  The instructors for these courses 
will be asked to share their perceptions at the next criminal justice faculty meeting when we 
discuss the Program Outcomes Assessment data, 
  
There are no major anticipated changes in scheduling at this time.  We have implemented block 
scheduling, which appears to work well for the students.  Spring 2013 enrollments indicate that 
an additional Criminal Law course could be supported in the Fall.  In addition, once the 
Administration of Justice for Transfer degree is approved, a close eye will need to be made on 
courses that are required for the AA degree but not the transfer degree to make sure 
enrollments in those courses don’t drop to an unsustainable level.  Scheduling at the South 
County campus continues to present challenges as the enrollments there are very low.  No 
longer offering Criminal Justice classes in South County should be explored. 
 
There are no major anticipated changes in curriculum, support services, facilities or staffing.   
 
No major changes need to be made to respond to the predicted budget and FTES targets.  As 
discussed above, the overall fill rate for courses across campuses has been over 94% for the 
past three years.  North County has seen a marked improvement since from the 2008-2009 
year, which was only 78%, to 2009, 2010, and 2011, which all exceeded 93 %.  The fill rates on 
the San Luis Obispo Campus has also seen a marked improvement from the 2008-2009 year, 



which was only 79%, to 2009, 2010, and 2011 years which ranged from 97% and 102%.  
Moreover,  FTES/FTEF has increased from 13.95 for all campuses to 20.14 in 2011-2012.    A 

target ratio proposed by the chancellor’s office is roughly 17.5 FTES/FTEF.   The only area that 
warrants modification would be elimination of South County offerings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIT PLAN 

Unit:   Eng. & Technology    Cluster:  Workforce & Economic Dev Planning Year:  2013-2014 
 

NARRATIVE:  UNIT PLAN 

An ongoing lexis/nexis subscription is critical to the successful operation of the criminal justice 
program.   The cost of the subscription is approximately $1500 per year.  Lexis is an online 
research tool that provides access to statutory and case law.  It also enables the instructors to 
search for law by key words and ensure that case law has not been overruled or modified.  The 
development and modification of substantive and procedural criminal law is a dynamic area 
that requires access to up to date court opinions and statutes. The courts are constantly 
deciding issues of law that impact the functioning of the criminal justice system.  For example, 
4th Amendment jurisprudence is evolving as the courts struggle to keep up with protecting 
privacy rights with so many new technologies.  In addition, the passage of the Criminal Justice 
Realignment legislation, made a Lexis/Nexis Access becomes even more critical.  The Legislation 
made broad and sweeping changes to the criminal laws that have been and will continue to be 
the subject of judicial challenge. Funding this subscription, directly facilitates attainment of 
Student Learning Outcomes in the Criminal Law, Evidence and Criminal Procedure classes as 
students cannot be expected to determine whether a criminal violation has occurred or 
whether actions are constitutional if the instructor is not up to date on teaching them those 
laws and rules.  It also supports attainment of the following Program Student Learning 
Outcomes: (1) Describe the application of criminal laws in California and (2) Describe the 
application of the rules of criminal procedure and evidence in the administration of justice.  
This subscription also serves to Institutional Goal No. 1 as the Criminal justice Program is 
enhanced by having timely and accurate interpretation of criminal laws.  In addition, the cases 
that are accessed on lexis are analyzed by students to facilitate their understanding of the laws 
and the rationale of the courts in interpreting laws.   
 
Replacement of stale instructional DVD’s  with  new instructional DVD’s is also necessary.  
These materials support attainment of all Program Student Learning Outcomes because they 
ensure that the information students are receiving is current and of interest to the students.  
For example, one of the program SLO Outcomes is for students to be able to “Describe the 
application of the rules of criminal procedure and evidence in the administration of justice.”  
The purchase of a new DVD that details the circumstantial evidence used by the prosecution in 
the Casey Lee Anthony Trial is a phenomenal instructional tool.  The students are interested 
and engaged because the case is recent (unlike OJ) and the prosecution relied entirely on 
circumstantial evidence.  In the Legal Aspect of Evidence Class, dissection of the evidence used, 
which includes but is not limited to, examining the legal basis for admissibility (i.e. character 
evidence), examining the reliability of scientific evidence (i.e. dead body smell in the trunk) and 
the prejudicial impact of the evidence used is sound pedagogy.  Acquisition of instructional 
DVDs also serves Institutional Goal No. 1 as the Criminal Justice Program is enhanced by having 
interesting and timely multi-media materials to demonstrate key concepts.   



 
During these fiscal times where the College is contracting not expanding, additional full-time 
criminal justice faculty is not imperative.  The course offerings can be covered by the lead 
instructor and part-time faculty.  If the College moves back into growth mode, addition of a 
second full-time instructor serves Institutional Goal No. 1 as the Criminal justice Program is 
enhanced by having full time faculty teaching the curriculum.  It would also serve Institutional 
Goal No. 2 and 5 as it would free up time for the lead instructor to conduct outreach to local 
students and increase enrollment, particularly in the South County and interface with the law 
enforcement community.   
 
Professional Development funding is also being requested.  The Criminal Justice Advisory 
Committee has suggested that students should be learning about technology based crimes 
because it is a rapidly expanding area of law enforcement.  The lead instructor needs training in 
these types of crimes to effectively teach this new and growing area to students. This training 
will support attainment of course student learning outcomes related to identifying crimes, 
evidence and investigations.  In addition, attendance at the annual CAAJE conference can be 
funded with grant money available from the State of California.  This conference provides 
instructors with the opportunity to interact with and collaborate with other criminal justice 
educators.  Information and materials could then be shared with the part-time instructors.  
Attendance at these conferences for criminal justice educators is beneficial to developing 
program and curriculum. This training supports attainment of all Program Student Learning 
Outcomes and Institutional Goal No.1 by improving and enhancing the Criminal Justice Program 
with innovative curriculum ideas. 
 
The criminal justice web page design is antiquated, inaccurate and unappealing to students.  It 
needs to be updated to reflect accurate information and make the Program appear more 
contemporary.   Updating the website will further Institutional Goal Number 2 by helping to 
sustain the enrollment of local students in the criminal justice program.  
 

EXCEL WORKSHEETS:  UNIT PLAN  

For the remainder of the Unit Plan, complete the following Excel Worksheets: 

 Prior Year Unit Plan Worksheet — Prior Year Unit Funding Requests 

 Personnel Requests Unit Plan Worksheet — Personnel Funding Requests 

 Supplies Requests Unit Plan Worksheet — Supplies Funding Requests 

 Equipment Requests Unit Plan Worksheet – Equipment Funding Requests 

 Facility Requests Unit Plan Worksheet — Facility Funding Requests 

 Technology Unit Plan Worksheet – Technology Funding Requests 
 Top 10 Priorities Unit Plan Worksheet — Prioritized List of Top 10 Immediate Unit Needs 

http://academic.cuesta.edu/pandb/UnitPlanWorksheets2013_Final.xlsx
http://academic.cuesta.edu/pandb/UnitPlanWorksheets2013_Final.xlsx
http://academic.cuesta.edu/pandb/UnitPlanWorksheets2013_Final.xlsx
http://academic.cuesta.edu/pandb/UnitPlanWorksheets2013_Final.xlsx
http://academic.cuesta.edu/pandb/UnitPlanWorksheets2013_Final.xlsx
http://academic.cuesta.edu/pandb/UnitPlanWorksheets2013_Final.xlsx
http://academic.cuesta.edu/pandb/UnitPlanWorksheets2013_Final.xlsx

